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.UPCOMING

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan is
Sept. 7 at Holy Family

By Mary Anderson, Holy Family, Fresno

THE SCOTTISH SOCIETY of Central California is pleased to
announce that the annual Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan will be held
at Holy Family Episcopal Church in Fresno on Sun., Sept. 7,
2008 during the 10:00 am service.

If you are wondering what a Kirkin” o’ the Tartan is,
please allow me to indulge in a wee bit of a history lesson.
Following the Scots’ defeat at Culloden in 1746, the English
Parliament embarked on a course of cultural genocide of the
Highlanders by passing the Acts of Proscription. One the
many stipulations of the Acts was that Scots could not wear
their tartan — the unique plaid fabric that symbolized

loyalty and unity among clansmen. During the 36 years that
the acts were in place, Scots would attend kirk (church)
concealing a piece of tartan. When the minister pronounced
a blessing, they would touch the hidden swatch. Thus, the

Ken Bain, manager
of the Fresno Stag
& Thistle Pipe Band,

tartan was kirked, or blessed. will pipe at the
The tradition was introduced the United States in 1941 kirkin’ ceremony
by the Rev. Peter Marshall, a native of Scotland, and was on Sept. 7.

performed annually at the New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Washington, D.C. In 1954 the Kirkin” was relocated to the National
Cathedral where it is still celebrated.

A reception in Holy Family’s new plaza area will follow the service. Everyone
is welcome. Holy Family’s address is 1135 E. Alluvial. Details: Mary Anderson,
559-227-8169; Bill McLeod, 559-439-8922; Holy Family, 559-439-5011. 4

A Celtic concert will be performed on Fri., Sept. 12, at Clovis Veterans’
Memorial Auditorium and the Fresno Highland Games on Sat., Sept. 13,
at Roeding Park in Fresno. More information about these events and
everything Scottish may be found at www.Scottishsociety.org.

The diocesan chapter of Daughters
of the King met at Holy Family,
Fresno, on June 28, with the

Rt. Rev. Jerry Lamb, bishop of San
Joaquin. Pictured are some of the
Daughters who enjoyed the day.
Guests from outside the diocese
were Sally Nichols, national
membership co-chairman, who
lives in San Diego, and Kathy
Funk, Province VIII president of
DOK, from Nevada.
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Everyone is invited to visit our website
www.diosanjoaquin.org

Check back often. Much more news and
information will be added in the coming months.

B> NEWs BRIEFS

H Reminder about women’s

meeting in September

If you plan to attend the Province VIII
women’s gathering at Mercy Center in
Burlingame, Sept. 6-8, you may save
$25 by registering by Sept. 1. Call
Cordelia Burt at 661-765-4773 for details.
Scholarships are available.

B The sound of music in Lodi

A music camp was held at St. John’s,
Lodi, July 21-25. Participants presented
a concert on the evening of the 25th.
On Sat., Sept. 6, St. John’s will host
“An Evening of Acoustic Guitars.”

H Diocesan altar guild

The Rev. Marlin Bowman reports a
good response from altar guild members
in regard to forming a diocesan altar
guild, with women from north to south
and east to west answering his request.
He would like to hear from all the
congregations in the diocese. You may
call him at 209-754-5381 or write to

P.O. Box 278, Avery, CA 95224. (4
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The Rt. Rev. Jerry Lamb, bishop of
San Joaquin, and his wife, Jane, walk
down Burgate to enter the Canterbury
Cathedral precincts via Christchurch
Gate for the opening Eucharist

of the 2008 Lambeth Conference.

Discerning God’s voice in Tracy

By David Pina

EMOTIONS ARE FRESH and
pain-filled when the talk turns
to the separated members of
St. Mark’s: anger, confusion,
sorrow. Mostly sorrow. Much
like walking with those who
are experiencing marital
divorce. In those moments
Jesus comes, always nearer
than a brother or sister. We
pray for reconciliation in this
life; we are as certain as faith
can be that we shall be recon-

Mark’s that she had heard
and answered a call to pursue
ordination and that she and
her husband were beginning
studies in the fall in Toronto,
Ontario, in the seminary
there. Nancy said that the
call to ministry that began
at baptism was reinforced at
her confirmation in Tracy.
Two of our members
remember Nancy with
delight. The assembled group
falls silent for a moment as
we individually reflect on
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ciled in the next.

On a recent Sunday morn-
ing following our communion
service at Pete and Betty
Pederson’s home, we speak
also of the ministry we provide
— interfaith ministry. Feeding
the hungry is something the
Rev. Sosaia Fineanganofo and
Betty Pederson do weekly. Teaching chil-
dren, managing the finances for a large
school district, overseeing construction
sites for safety concerns, repairing golf
clubs — all are acts of representing Christ
in the world by our members.

We revisit the roots of our faith. I tell
the group about a phone call from my
former Air Force commander from San
Antonio, Texas, that led to a joy-filled
conversation with a beloved former
member of the St. Mark’s community.
Colonel Eager and Nancy Springer had
met that morning in a workshop.
Knowing the colonel as I do, I knew that
once the word “Episcopalian” entered the
conversation, connections were sought
and made. Nancy was laughing expres-
sively as we introduced ourselves on the
phone. She wanted to tell someone how
happy she was that St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church had survived. She wanted to say
something about how important the parish
was in her Christian walk and to express
how grateful she was for the people who
had encouraged her to believe in Christ,
to follow Him as a disciple, and to lead
others to do so. She wanted to tell St.

The Rev. Sosaia
Fineanganofo
blesses cruets that
were donated to the
Tracy congregation
by St. John’s Epis-
copal Church in
Moorehead, MN.

what a small world is God’s
and how magnificently large
is God’s reach to us. “We
have a place for you to serve
as priest when you’re ready,”
was what I had told Nancy
as we exchanged e-mail
addresses and as I report to
St. Mark’s. “We have a place
for you in our prayers right now.” 1

David Pina, missioner from the diocese
to St. Mark’s, is a retired Air Force
chaplain and a recent graduate of
CDSP’s year of study for those coming
from other denominations to the
Episcopal Church. He received the
Certificate of Anglican Studies in spring
ceremonies attended by Bishop Lamb.
Pete and Betty Pederson are longtime
members of St. Mark’s; Betty served for
many years as ECW president of the
Yosemite Deanery. Bishop Lamb recently
appointed Fr. Sosaia vicar of St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church in Tracy. Sosaia and
his wite, Lavinia, moved from the Bay
Area to Tracy after retirement last year.

Write to us!

We welcome your comments.

Our mailing address is:

Editor, Episcopal Life San Joaquin
PO Box 7606, Stockton, CA 95267
Do you know someone who didn‘t
receive this paper but would like to?
Please send names and addresses to
the editor at the above address.





