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I’d like to introduce to you (for those who have not met her yet), the Rev. Nonhlanla (Noni)
Shezi, the new priest-in-charge at St. John’s, Stockton. Ordained to the priesthood and
installed last month, Rev. Noni is a recent graduate of Virginia Theological Seminary and hails
from South Africa, where she has extensive experience as a lay person. St. John’s has
welcomed her warmly as the answer to a prayer, having been without a priest for 7 years.

I’d also like to commend two long-serving priests who retired this year: the Rev. Suzie Ward of
St. Paul’s, Visalia and Fr. Bob Woods of St. Sherrian’s, Kernville. Their years of tireless service
to their congregations and to the Diocese are a blessing and witness. Also retiring, are the Rev.
Deacon Nancy Key of St. James Cathedral, the Rev. Deacon Carolyn Woodall of St. James’,
Sonora and St. Clare’s, Avery. Deacon Carolyn remains canonically resident here, although she
has moved to Spain. 

Along with the business meeting, I’m pleased to introduce the Rev. Gay Jennings, longtime
friend and supporter of the Diocese, who will be addressing Convention and asking for input
for materials that will help us put together a strategic plan for the Diocese. Also, I have asked
the Rev. Brian Dawson to convene a group with membership from all three deaneries to assist
in developing a mission and vision statement for the Diocese. Brian and that Committee are
asking for input from you and all members of the Diocese as we shape a concise theological
values statement that will be the basis for the strategic plan that will guide the Diocese towards
its goals for the future.

There will be further announcements in my address and a special honor which will be
awarded at the opening Holy Eucharist.

Again, welcome and safe travels as you make your way to ECCO. I look forward to seeing you
and chairing my first Diocesan Convention as your bishop.

+Gregory
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Welcome to the 67th Convention of the 
Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin

Greetings in Christ!

Welcome to Diocesan Convention and to the beautiful
campus of ECCO, nestled in the foothills of the central
Sierras.

We are set for a weekend of fellowship and planning for
the future of our Diocese. Diocesan Conventions are
always wonderful events, as they bring together folks
from across the Diocese in one place. They are a time to
re-connect with old friends. They are a time to make new
ones.
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67  Annual Convention Scheduleth

Friday
4 p.m. - Registration/Check-in is open, Commission displays in

Dining Room

5 p.m. - Reception

6 p.m. - Dinner

7:15 p.m.

Bishop Greg Kimura’s Opening Address

Rev. Gay Jennings, Consultant, “Introducing the Discernment for a

New Season Project”

Rev. Brian Dawson, (Chair) EDSJ Vision & Mission Workgroup –

“Dreaming About our Shared Future”

8:30 p.m. - Compline

10 p.m. - Quiet Time
 

Saturday
8 a.m. - Breakfast

9:15 a.m. - Worship

10:30 a.m. - “Discernment for a New Season Project” data gathering

and discussion, facilitated by The Rev. Gay Jennings (Lyles Hall)

Noon - Lunch

1 p.m. - Convention Business Meeting (Walters Chapel)
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Business Meeting Agenda
November 7, 2026

1.The Chair calls the meeting to order 
2.Explanation of Procedures for Convention
3.Introduction of new clergy and staff
4.Taking of Roll and Report of Quorum
5.Convention Appointments
6.Explanation of Voting Procedures & VPOLL Practice Vote
7.Motion to adopt the Agenda and Consent Agenda
8.Necrology Report 
9.Report of Congregations in Arrears in Assessments

10.Matters requiring Confirmation by Diocesan Convention
11.Report of Committee on Nominations
12.Call for Nominations from the floor
13.Video Presentation - ECCO: Our Year 2026
14.First Ballot 
15.Video Presentation - SJRAISE Immigration Commission
16.Results of First Ballot
17.Financial Reports and Motion to Approve Budget
18.Second Ballot (if needed)
19.Chancellor’s Report
20.Report of Committee on Resolutions 
21.Admission of late Resolutions from the floor
22.Video Presentation 
23.Results of Second Ballot (if needed)
24.Third Ballot (if needed)
25.Reports by Title
26.Video Presentation 
27.Results of Third Ballot (if needed)
28.Resolutions of Courtesy 
29.Approval of Minutes of the 66th Annual Diocesan Convention of 2025
30.Certification of 2026 Minutes of Convention 
31.Announcement of Organizational Meetings
32. Motion to set date and location of the 68th Annual Convention
33.Adjournment and Blessing

Organizational Meetings for Standing Committee and Diocesan Council are
held in locations designated by Bishop Greg Kimura.
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Voter’s Guide 
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Treasurer’s Report
Nine-Month Budget Comparison, January to September 2026
•Through September we are about $112,000 behind budget. Nearly all of that is our asking to The
Episcopal Church: $266,000 paid against $150,000 budgeted for the period, because the 2026 budget
underestimated it. Set the asking aside and the rest of operations is on budget.
•Reserve dividends are $58,500 below budget.
•Income other than the Reserve covered about 16% of expenses. The other 84% came from the Reserve.

Reserve Account
•The Reserve stood at $22.2 million at the end of July. It has been restated to reflect market value; the
books had carried it about $2.8 million low.
•Markets were kind this year: an unrealized gain of nearly $2 million year to date, despite a first-quarter
loss of $690,000.
•Total withdrawal from the Reserve (dividends plus drawdown) is about 7.0% for 2026. The 2027 budget
draws 7.7%.
•A sustainable rate is about 5%, the same rate the Church Center uses for its own funds. Bringing the
draw down over several years is the most important financial work ahead of us.

Audits
•The 2025 audit was issued October 14, 2026. With it, four years of audits (2022 through 2025) have been
issued since February 2025, and the backlog is closed.
•The opinion is qualified on two longstanding matters: original cost records do not exist for properties
returned to the diocese after the litigation, and the national lay pension plan does not supply the actuarial
disclosures the accounting rules call for.
•The auditors found no material weaknesses and no disagreements with management. They identified two
areas to strengthen: posting the auditors’ year-end adjustments to our books, and reconciling investment
accounts monthly. We are working on both.

Assessments
•Assessments received through September total $200,533, about $9,500 below budget.
•Congregations not current by Convention will need action of Convention for seat, voice and vote.

Open Invoices
•Open invoices total $55,942 as of November 2, down from $91,479 at the end of July.
•About 70% of what remains is payroll the diocese advanced for one congregation’s ministry, which the
Bishop is working on directly. Most of the rest is October invoices not yet due.

ECCO
•Our conference center has improved four years running and posted a surplus in 2024. 2026 is tracking
ahead of budget.

The Reserve is the proceeds of our own history, returned to us. Spending it carefully, and spending part of
it on growth rather than only on keeping the lights on, is how we honor that gift. Thank you to Jan Dunlap
and the Finance Committee, and to Alisa Sparks, for their work this year.

Joe Kieta, Diocesan Treasurer
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JOINT REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
RESOLUTIONS & COMMITTEE ON

CONSTITUTION AND CANONS

Dear Bishop Kimura, 

As the Chair of the Committee on Resolutions and the Committee on Constitution and Canons I submit
this Joint Report to you on behalf of the Convention of the Diocese of San Joaquin pursuant to Canon
V.5.01(3) and Canon VI.35.01 of the Diocesan Canons. 
The Committees as duly appointed included the following members in addition to me: Secretary Cindy J.
Smith. There were no resolutions submitted to the Committees for review and vote at this 67th annual
meeting of Diocesan Convention. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

/signed/ Michael O. Glass 

Chair of the Committee on Resolutions and 
Committee on Constitution and Canons 
cc: Committee Members (via email)

Date: October 27, 2026 

To: Rt. Rev. Greg Kimura, President and Presiding
Officer of Convention cc: Secretary of Convention 

From: Michael O. Glass, Chair of the Committee on
Resolutions and Committee on Constitution and
Canons 

Re: Resolutions for 2026
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Reports to Diocesan Convention

Standing Committee
Per Canon, the defined duties of the Standing Committee include acting as the Council of Advice to the
Bishop; serving as the Ecclesiastical Authority in the absence of a Bishop; determining if their consent will
be given for ordinations and Episcopal elections throughout the Church; and various Canonical duties
regarding property and disciplinary matters. 

In the 2025-26 year, the Standing Committee performed those defined duties as needed yet also
continued to fill a unique - and only occasionally seen – role. The role of overseeing a bishop transition
within the diocese, in this case from Bishop David C. Rice to Bishop-Elect Greg Kimura. With the election
of a new bishop, the Rev. Dr Greg Kimura on the second ballot at the Special Meeting of Convention
already completed in October, the EDSJ Standing Committee then waited several weeks for the
necessary consents to be received from Bishops with jurisdiction and other Standing Committees
throughout The Episcopal Church. Once received, the Standing Committee worked with the Diocesan
Council to formalize the Bishop-Elect’s compensation package.

Months-long preparation with the Office of Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe lead up to the ordination and
consecration of the Sixth Bishop of San Joaquin on April 18, 2026, followed by a garden party reception
on the grounds of the cathedral. The varied aspects of the preparation included organizing small group
gatherings and numerous receptions over several days; design of the worship space and liturgy lead by
SC member and Master of Ceremonies, The Rev. Betsy McElroy (who also served as Chaplain
throughout the multi-year process); continuing communication to the wider church through the Bishop
Search (and ultimately, Transition) pages of the diocesan website and press releases; acquiring the
various liturgical gifts of office and the setup of donation options; sending special invitations to guests; AV
design and technical facilitation both within the cathedral and streamed throughout The Episcopal Church;
organization of a “Welcome Team” led by SC member Marshall Johnston who worked to assure that not
only those from EDSJ, but also our many honored guests and community partners, had a reserved seat at
the consecration and were met by a friendly face and heartfelt welcome as they shared in this 
special day.

The Bishop Transition responsibilities of the Standing Committee also included organization of a joyful
Diocesan Celebration of the ministry and leadership of our Fifth Bishop of San Joaquin, David C. Rice on
Feb 28th as he, and wife Tracy, made their farewells to this diocese.
The Standing Committee wishes to express our sincere thanks to all involved. These events were
successful due to the talents and efforts of many people and groups from the Cathedral (administrator
Roxann McSpadden, the Chapter, the hospitality team, Altar Guild, musicians, technicians and others),
volunteers from throughout the diocese, staff from the Office of the Presiding Bishop and the continued
spirit-filled assistance and wisdom of our consultant Canon Brian Nordwick. The Standing Committee was
also thrilled to complete all required aspects of their Search and Transition responsibilities well under
budget.
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As we moved into summer, the role of the Standing Committee returned to more typical tasks as we
focused on being the Council of Advice and support to Bishop Greg as he became familiar with his new
diocesan home and together, as a team, we looked to the future of our diocese. We continued to meet at
least monthly with Bishop Greg, Canon Anna (until her move to the Diocese of Massachusetts) and
Chancellor Michael Glass. We also meet jointly with Diocesan Council every other month.

For the record, the members of the 2025-2026 Standing Committee were:
The Rev. Rebecca Blair 
Ms. Melissa Crider
The Rev. Brian Dawson 
Mr. Marshall Johnston, PhD (Secretary)
Ms. Linda Masztal
The Rev. Betsy McElroy 
Ms. Cindy J. Smith (President) 
The Rev. Deacon Carolyn Woodall 

Note: during the summer of 2026, our valued colleague and friend, The Rev. Deacon Carolyn Woodall
resigned and moved to Spain. The Bishop and SC agreed that as her term was ending shortly, her seat
would be left vacant for several months until the November 2026 Diocesan Convention election. 

Respectfully submitted,

Cindy J. Smith
President of Standing Committee
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The Diocesan Council performed its duties and responsibilities according to the Canons and Constitution
of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin during the term following the 66th Annual Meeting of the
Convention by:

Meeting monthly, via ZOOM web/teleconference or in person, in accordance with requirements and
procedures specified by Canon 9.05. 

Receiving monthly reports from The Right Rev Bishop David Rice (December 2025 – March 2026) and
The Right Rev Bishop Gregory Kimura (April 2026 – October 2026) regarding their leadership and ministry
in the Diocese and the wider Church.

Receiving monthly reports from The Rev Canon Anna Carmichael (December 2025 – July 2026) regarding
the status and activities with Diocesan transitions in progress, the work of Diocesan Commissions, and
other ministries and projects.

Receiving monthly reports from Chancellor Michael Glass regarding the status of Diocesan property sales
and support, litigation, congregation support, and governance updates.

Receiving monthly reports from ECCO Directors, Joanne Kovac-Roberts & Michael Roberts regarding the
status of ECCO’s finances, buildings, grounds, and equipment as well as scheduled events and activities.

Reviewing and approving financial reporting submitted monthly by Treasurer Deacon Greg Masztal
(December 2025 – May 2026), Alisa Sparks, CPA and Treasurer Joe Kieta (June 2026 – October 2026)
regarding Diocesan operating income and expense in relation to budget requirements and the status of
Diocesan investments managed by DFMS (Domestic & Foreign Missionary Society).

Reviewing the status of assessment payments pursuant to Diocesan Canon 21.10

Electing Jan Dunlap as Vice President and Dr. Skylar Carlson as Secretary of Diocesan Council.
Approving the submitted Housing Allowance resolution for diocesan-paid clergy (Bishop, Canon, and
Latino Missioner) to designate part of their salary to be tax-free for housing in lieu of being provided a
rectory.

With the advice of Chancellor Michael Glass, appointing a joint subcommittee of the Standing Committee
and Diocesan Council, to negotiate the terms and form of the Letter of Agreement (LOA) with the Bishop
Elect Gregory Kimura.

Concurring with the Standing Committee’s proposal for the terms and conditions to be incorporated into a
written letter of agreement with the Bishop-Elect, the Rev. Greg Kimura (“LOA”); authorizing the officers of
the Diocesan Council with the officers of the Standing Committee, to execute the LOA on behalf of the
Diocese; amending and revising the 2026 Diocesan Budget to provide for the Bishop’s compensation.

Approving the transfer of $88,500 in funds from the Episcopal Conference Center Oakhurst (ECCO)”
DFMS investment account to ECCO’s operating account for the purpose of purchasing and installing a
generator and related equipment for the ECCO campus.

Authorizing the Treasurer to fund the annual budgeted draw of $644,244 from the Diocesan investment
account by making quarterly transfers from the investment account to the operating accounts of the
Diocese in the amounts of $161,061.

Diocesan Council
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Approving the 2026 Engagement Letter of Alisa Sparks, CPA increasing fees effective starting with
services for the month of January.

Approving the continuance of Demera Demera Cameron as our outside auditors for the 2025 Audit.

Approving resetting the Bishop Sabbatical Accumulation of $6,000.00 to $0.00 and start the accumulation
again in the 2027 Budget.

Approving the release of $25,646.45 in unused funds from Buildings & Grounds Grants to operating funds.

Approving the extension of Bishop David’s Insurance Coverage through April 2026.

Approving reimbursement to Padre Nelson for an extended car warranty.

Approving the transfer of ownership of the mobile phone device and tablet used by Bishop David while in
the employ of the Diocese to Bishop David, with any data, documents, and other proprietary data
belonging to the Diocese stored on the devices remaining the property of the Diocese, transferring or
transmitting that data to the Diocese upon request.

Approving Bishop-Elect Greg Kimura’s housing allowance. 

Authorizing the Treasurer to fund the amended annual budgeted draw from the investment accounts of the
Diocese of $657,395 by making the remaining quarterly transfers from the investment account to the
operating accounts of the Diocese in the amounts of $174,212.

Approving the extension of the clergy support grant for St. John's, Lodi by $30,000 to be funded by
transferring those funds from the St. Francis, Turlock clergy support grant through the end of the year.

Approving a $20,000 diocesan down payment toward settlement of an outstanding contractor obligation
with St. James Cathedral responsible for the remaining balance.

Approving that $3560 of the St John’s Stockton clergy support grant be reallocated to the expedited
processing of the R1 Visa Renewals for The Rev. Karen Matthews and The Rev. Brian Dawson.

Approving the designation of two unused leadership Diocesan Budget line items totaling $3000 for Rev.
Betsy McElroy’s Leadership Fellowship Program tuition. 

Updating the accounting services contract with Alisa Sparks' firm to include increased financial oversight
and bookkeeping responsibilities previously performed by the former diocesan treasurer.

Approving the appointment of Joe Kieta as Diocesan Treasurer.

Authorizing the Treasurer to fund the severance package for The Rev. Cn. Anna Carmichael, Ph.D.
(Canon to the Ordinary) from the investment accounts of the Diocese to the operating accounts of the
Diocese.

Authorizing for purchase of a vehicle for Bishop Greg Kimura.

Authorizing the Bishop & Chancellor to negotiate and execute loan modifications with the goal of reducing
interest rates on St. John, Lodi bank loan.

Jointly approving with the Standing Committee, grant of easement to PG&E at St. Clare of Assisi, Avery.

Jointly approving with the Standing Committee, the listing for sale of the St. Andrew, Taft property.
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Forming a finance committee to assist with and make recommendations for designated financial decisions
and responsibilities of the Diocese including the creation of a proposed 2027 Diocesan Budget.

Submitting the proposed 2027 Diocesan Budget for consideration and approval by the 67th Annual
Convention in accordance with the requirements of Canon 9.06.

The Diocesan Council recognizes the service of outgoing members, the Rev. Dcn. Tom Hampson, and Dr.
Skylar Carlson for serving for three terms as Secretary.   

The Diocesan Council also recognizes the service of resigning members, Mr. Niniv Tamimi, (lay at large
member, one year of term remaining), and Mr. Joey Soria, (lay at large member, two years of term
remaining). Per Diocesan Canon IX Sec 9.03, the Diocesan Council shall elect qualified persons to fill any
vacancies and shall serve the remaining unexpired term of that office.

Additionally, the Diocesan Council recognizes and thanks former Treasurer Deacon Greg Masztal for his
financial reporting, guidance and assistance with the transition to a new treasurer, Treasurer Joe Kieta for
his gift for distilling, presenting and implementing recommendations for the financial health of the Diocese,
Alisa Sparks for her and her firm’s financial reporting, Chancellor Mike Glass for his guidance and
expertise, Canon Anna Carmichael for preparing and distributing supporting documentation and meeting
logistics along with her support and expertise, Administrator Roxann McSpadden for distributing
supporting documentation and meeting logistics, and former Bishop David Rice and Bishop Greg Kimura
for their leadership and direction.

Respectfully submitted, 

Ms. Jan Dunlap, Vice President   
Dr. Skylar Carlson
The Rev. Dcn. Tom Hampson 
Mr. Claude Muncey
The Rev. Dcn. Nancy Key    
Mr. Jeff March
The Rev. Jorge Pallares
Mr. Niniv Tamimi
Mr. Joey Soria 
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Mission and Vision
The Commission on Ministry has, since the time Rev. Luis Rodriguez was chair, intentionally moved to
make sure that our mission is more than seeking out ordained ministers: we are keen to identify and train
lay ministers, and continue to do so. We want to emphasize to the Convention that our goal is to help all
people seeking to do ministry, whether that be through the Baptismal Covenant that we have all sworn
that leads us to ministry, or through Holy Orders. The hope of COM is that all those who engage with us -
at Days of Discernment, Lay Ministry Retreats, or other events - will let us be your partner in finding a way
to serve God. Our vision is to be a group that helps all EDSJ worshippers to also be discerners, always
looking for new ways to live their faith.

This Year
The 2025-2026 year was a lively one for COM. We hosted two Diocesan Days of Discernment this year
after learning that one per year was not sufficient for the whole diocese, and we were overjoyed to have
good attendance at both days - not only because it is encouraging to see but because our conversations
with the attendees were valuable, affirming, and life-giving. We will continue to do two events per year for
the foreseeable future.

One event that is becoming larger by the year is our Lay Ministry Retreat, which is organized to gather
laypeople so they can learn more about the ministry of the laity and identify what licensed ministries they
may wish to pursue. We would like to invite anyone interested to join us this year.

We would like to especially thank Deacon Carolyn Wooddall for her years of service on COM as she
moves on to her new adventure. Deacon Carolyn was integral to our efforts and a beloved member of our
group, and we hope to continue our good work while recalling the gifts she shared with us.

The Future
COM is currently shepherding two postulants and three aspirants to Holy Orders. This process is never
simple, nor is it quick, but we are overjoyed to be able to join with those who are seeking ordination. We
have several people who attended Days of Discernment who are still considering their path forward, and
we wait with joy to serve them as well.

Please keep us, and all those who seek to serve God, in your prayers.

In the love of Christ,

Rev. Luke Martinez and Dr. Nancy Silva
Co-Chairs, Commission on Ministry

Commission on Ministry
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Commission on Ministry Membership

2027 | Lauralee Brown, St James, Sonora
2027 | Nancy Silva, St Paul's Modesto, co-chair
2027 | Michael Cava, St Paul's Bakersfield
2027 | The Rev. Bob Woods, St Sherrian's, Kernville

2028 | The Rev. Dcn. Greg Masztal, St. Paul's Modesto
2028 | The Rev. Dcn. Cathy Kline, St Michael's Ridgecrest & St Paul's Bakersfield
2028 | Anna Pendergrass, St Paul's Visalia
2028 | Melissa Crider, Episcopal Church of the Saviour, Hanford

2029 | The Rev. Luke Martinez, Episcopal Church of the Saviour, Hanford, co-chair
2029 | Paul Siebuhr, St John's Tulare
2029 | TBA
2029 | TBA
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2026 brought many opportunities for the clergy and lay community of EDSJ to gather, learn, and grow
together at ECCO. We began the year by hosting the Diocesan Council/Standing Committee Joint Retreat
and the Commission on Ministry Retreat. February and March continued with the Winter Clergy & Spouse
Conference, Building Church Leaders, the Winter Family Retreat, and the Deacons’ Retreat.

May was a busy month for ECCO. Volunteers gathered for the Weekend of Service, where they stained
the benches in the outdoor chapel, cleaned up the flower beds, and islands. ECCO also hosted its Spring
Opera Weekend and the Lay Worship Ministry Training. 

In July, ECCO held its Summer Family Camp. Campers enjoyed field trips to Bass Lake, participated in a
Stream Ecology activity, and hiked on the newly cut ECCO trails. Participants also enjoyed fishing, tie-
dying, group games, archery, s’mores, songs, and the 75-foot slip-n-slide. The Rev. Betsey McElroy and
Melissa Crider led Christian Formation and worship. ECCO also hosted the Episcopal Coalition of
Immigration Justice Folk School Gathering – an opportunity for each California diocese to send delegates
and share, learn, and engage in fellowship as they navigate the challenges of ICE presence in their
communities and how they can faithfully respond. 

The Joint Commission Retreat came to ECCO in September, followed by EDSJ’s Fifth Annual Women’s
Retreat in October. Participants spent time learning and reflecting on our Sacred Gift of Time. Participants
also made pocket altars and prayer beads, walked the labyrinth, and enjoyed a facilitated watercolor
painting session.

The year will conclude with ECCO hosting the 67th Annual Diocesan Convention in November, followed
by the Fall Clergy Retreat. Throughout 2026, ECCO has remained a place where the EDSJ community
can come together for fellowship, formation, service, reflection, and renewal.

2027 looks to be another fantastic year, and we hope you will plan to visit soon and experience the beauty
of ECCO. We believe it is a place for people of all ages to grow, play, and participate in Christian
formation in a safe and nurturing community. We invite you to come and experience the ministry of ECCO
and let it become your home away from home.

Respectfully Submitted by:
Joanne Kovac-Roberts & Mike Roberts

Episcopal Conference Center Oakhurst
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Program & Hospitality statistics
ECCO currently has 34 full-time, part-time, and seasonal employees ready and waiting to serve the needs
of the Diocese and your faith community.  
By the end of 2026, ECCO will have served over 9,694 Total Guest Days (1 night + 3 meals = 1 Guest
Day) and 142 groups.

Projects & Programs completed & to be completed in 2026
Winter Family Retreat 
Summer Family Camp
Spring Weekend of Service, May 1 through 3, 2026
Installation of a new generator
Repair of the Frog Pond Dam
Removal of downed trees and brush along the Stations of the Cross trail & Campo Santo
Strip and re-stain lodge room furniture

2027 Projects & Programs 
Winter Family Retreat, February 13 & 14
Spring Weekend of Service, April 30 – May 2
Summer Family Camp, June 17 – 20
Continue building new hiking trails
Repair walkway between Lyles Hall and Sanford Lodge
Repair sections of road along Cain Drive and within the ECCO property
Add additional lighting to walkways and outside of buildings
Investigate how to repair or replace the stairway up to the Dorms and Beardsley Lodge
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This year parishes were to complete their Congregational Management Reviews (CMRs) reflective of the
2025 fiscal year. The CMRs include both a financial review, as well as a review of Vestry/BC/Chapter
minutes, operational protocols, and disaster preparedness plans. Completion of the CMR is a requirement
of the Canons of The Episcopal Church, which mandates that every congregation is to have an annual
financial audit.

As approved by Diocesan Council in 2022, congregations continue to use the CMR format in a 3-year
rotation.

Year 1 - Internal CMR done by members of the congregation, but not the Treasurer or Clergy person
responsible for the congregation
Year 2 - Peer CMR done by a neighboring congregation
Year 3 - Independent CMR done by a member of the Audit Committee

The Diocesan Council continued with the policy allowing for members of the Audit Committee who
conduct independent CMRs to be compensated in the amount of $500, which is much less than having a
Certified Public Accountant perform the audit.

Congregations that did an internal review and submitted their completed report to the diocese for 2025
were:
St Paul’s, Bakersfield 
Church of the Saviour Hanford
St James Cathedral Fresno 
St Matthews San Andreas
The above named congregations will need to do a peer review in 2027.

Congregations that did a peer review and submitted their completed report to the diocese for 2025 were:
St Paul’s Visalia
St Raphael’s Oakhurst 
Holy Trinity Madera
St Francis Turlock
St Paul’s Modesto 
The above named congregations will need to do an independent review in 2027

Congregations that did an independent review and had their reports submitted to the diocese for 2025
were:
St Sherrian’s Kernville 
St Michael’s Ridgecrest
St John’s Stockton
St Anne’s Stockton
St John’s Lodi
St John’s Tulare
The above named congregations will need to complete an internal review for 2027.

Audit Review Committee Report
Congregational Management Review 2026
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Over the past year, my work has focused on supporting our Latino congregations, helping parishes
welcome Spanish-speaking families, and contributing to the Diocese's wider life. Much of this ministry
takes place in Fresno, Visalia, and Tulare, where we have seen encouraging growth while accompanying
families through considerable uncertainty.

Following our last Convention, I helped organize and celebrate Las Posadas in Bakersfield, Fresno, and
Tulare. Remembering Mary and Joseph’s search for shelter holds particular meaning for communities
facing the challenges of migration and increased immigration enforcement. We are preparing to celebrate
again in all three cities, and I have begun conversations with Northern Deanery clergy about bringing Las
Posadas to a congregation there next year.

At St. James Cathedral, I continue to serve the Spanish-speaking community and provide supply ministry
for the English-speaking congregation once or twice a month. Since Nancy’s retirement, I have also been
assisting the liturgy planning team.

Sunday attendance ranges from 100 to 130 people, with more children and families becoming involved.
Approximately 50 children and 25 parents are participating in First Communion and Confirmation
preparation. The group size required us to move classes to Tuesdays in the Fireside Room. This interest
is encouraging, and it reminds us how much these families need space, resources, and ongoing pastoral
care.

I continue to assist the Cathedral’s food distribution ministry through publicity, community outreach, and
connections with organizations that offer other services. Greater need, along with increased social media
visibility, has led us to double the amount of food distributed and the number of families served. These
encounters also give us opportunities to get to know families and help them find additional support.

Immigration enforcement has weighed heavily on the congregation. Raids in mid-October caused enough
fear that we suspended First Communion and Confirmation classes for three weeks. Relatives of three
parishioners were detained in the Fresno area, and some families are considering returning to Mexico.
One family has signed voluntary self-deportation paperwork and is seeking help with the arrangements.
We continue to pray with these families, listen to their concerns, and connect them with resources as they
make difficult decisions.

Following the Rev. Susy Ward’s retirement, the Rev. Luke Martinez and I began sharing pastoral and
administrative responsibilities at St. Paul’s. I am grateful for Susie’s faithful service and the care she gave
this congregation. I now celebrate Sunday Eucharist there two or three times each month.

Father Luke, the Bishop’s Committee, and I have been working to strengthen the parish’s financial
administration so that it can eventually support a part-time priest, or someone able to offer a greater time
commitment.

We have also begun exploring Latino ministry in Visalia. The Bishop’s Committee approved a bilingual
parish logo, and changes to the worship space have made it easier for children to stay with their parents
during services. We now offer a weekly bilingual Eucharist on Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. We also held an
event partnering with SJRAISE and the UFW Foundation to support those in the city looking to regularize
their immigration status.

Latino Missioner Reports
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For Christmas Eve, we are planning a joint bilingual celebration at St. Paul’s with English- and Spanish-
speaking members of St. John’s in Tulare. We hope this shared celebration will deepen the relationship
between the congregations and help more Latino families find a church home in Visalia.

The Hispanic ministry at St. John’s began in September 2025. By the end of that year, approximately
three families, or 12 people, attended the Spanish-language Eucharist regularly. Sunday attendance now
ranges from 25 to 54. Our largest gatherings have included Healing Masses and Bishop Greg Kimura’s
Pentecost visit, when we celebrated Confirmations, First Communions, and canonical receptions.

A second cycle of First Communion and Confirmation classes has begun, with 22 children registered.
Some come from primarily English-speaking families and have started attending Sunday Eucharist at St.
Paul’s in Visalia. It has been a joy to see the work in Tulare also bring new families into the life of our
neighboring parish.

Father Luke and I have worked with parishioners to improve the church and parish hall and encourage
everyone to share in caring for the property. The Hispanic congregation purchased a portable air-
conditioning unit for the hall, and one member covered the insurance deductible for repairs after the
church’s air-conditioning unit was vandalized. These generous contributions show how deeply members
are coming to regard St. John’s as their church home.

With the help of Deacon Terry March and Emily Burnias, we also began distributing groceries after
Eucharist on the second and fourth Sundays of each month. This ministry serves parishioners and visitors
and has become a regular part of our care for the community.

As in Fresno, fear surrounding immigration enforcement has affected attendance and led us to suspend
sacramental preparation classes for three weeks. Even with these difficulties, families continue to worship,
bring their children for formation, and contribute to parish life. Their commitment gives us much reason for
hope. We appreciate Paul Siebuhr’s support during this time, standing by the door to ensure that families
were safe while arriving at church to worship.

Alongside my parish work, I have helped plan the Diocesan Commissions Retreat, prepare the liturgy for
this 67th Annual Convention, and organize the Fall Clergy Conference scheduled for later this year.

The Rev. Betsy McElroy and I also worked closely to ensure that the Latino community could participate in
Bishop Greg Kimura’s consecration. It was important that our families have a place in this celebration and
that their presence and gifts be part of welcoming our new bishop.

I am grateful to Bishop Greg for his encouragement and continued support of my ministry. I also deeply
appreciate the clergy, lay leaders, volunteers, and families with whom I serve. Their generosity and
willingness to work together make this ministry possible.

This year has brought growth, new relationships, and difficult moments. Through it all, I have seen people
care for one another and make room for others in the Church. I look forward to continuing this work so that
Latino families across our Diocese can find a spiritual home, grow in faith, and share their gifts in the life
of our Diocese.

Respectfully submitted,

The Rev. Nelson Serrano Poveda
Missioner for Latino Hispanic Ministries
Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin
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There’s no doubt about it – 2026 has been a challenging time for our world, and it’s been particularly
difficult for our immigrant neighbors. Within the past couple of months, several family members of our
cathedral’s Spanish-speaking community have been detained amidst an immigrant enforcement surge
that is targeting the Central Valley. At the same time, the population within the four detention centers in our
diocese has soared, and even those who are trying to legally obtain residence have had those
opportunities stripped away.  

Amidst these harrowing times, we remember that Jesus calls us the light of the world. There is comfort in
knowing that light shines most brightly in the darkness. At our diocesan immigration commission SJRAISE
(San Joaquin Refugee and Immigrant Support & Empowerment), we strive to shine this light by following
the biblical mandate to welcome the stranger, walking alongside immigrants in our midst, and lifting our
voices for justice.

This year, we launched a new ministry in which clergy and lay people alike have begun regularly visiting
detainees in the notorious California City immigrant detention center. This prison-like facility in the remote
high desert of eastern Kern County has become known for serving moldy food and undrinkable water to
detainees and for neglecting the medical needs of the immigrants who reside there. While visitations have
been heartbreaking, they also provide hope for those inside. One woman detainee was so touched by our
regular visits that she said she hopes to become an Episcopal deacon when she is released. SJRAISE
members also continue to accompany immigrants to ICE check-ins and court hearings throughout the
diocese, walking alongside folks during particularly vulnerable periods of their lives.

We were grateful to receive a $15,000 emergency grant from Episcopal Migration Ministries this year, and
much of that money has been used to assist with commissary needs for immigrants in detention. Funds
also have been used for transportation costs for immigrants who are released from detention facilities, so
they can be reunited with their families. Other funds have been used for emergency situations when
immigrant families are in dire need of food, temporary rental assistance or legal assistance to prevent
deportation and separation from their families.  

In addition to doing hands-on ministry work, we continue to support just laws for our immigrant siblings.
Notably, commissioners attended city council meetings in California City to oppose the detention center
there. They also traveled to Sacramento for the annual Immigrant Day of Action to speak with state
senators, assembly members and legislative aides about policies related to immigrant detention centers,
food and health safety, and other legislation that affects immigrants.

Our commission also continues to provide education for parishioners related to immigration matters. In
that vein, we began a “road show” initiative this year, with the goal of eventually giving presentations to all
the congregations in our diocese. Representatives from the commission have shared details about issues
impacting immigrants while also discussing the biblical mandate to care for the “strangers” in our midst. 

Commission Reports
SJRAISE
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SJRAISE also hosted a couple of online forums to help spur education. This included an insightful
conversation during Immigrant Heritage Month featuring bishops Craig Loya of Minnesota, Thomas Brown
of Maine, Rob Herschfeld of New Hampshire and our very own Bishop Greg Kimura. The four bishops
spoke about how to remain faithful while ICE targets some of our most vulnerable neighbors. Our
commission also teamed up with the Anti-Racism Commission to host a Southwest Asian North African
Heritage Month forum about the experiences of those who originate from Palestine and Iran.

We had the chance to educate ourselves this year as well, gathering with fellow Episcopal immigrant
advocates throughout the state during an immigrant folk school at ECCO in July. This event came after a
similar gathering in December at Camp Stevens in the Diocese of San Diego. Such collaborative efforts
have helped us to not only learn from each other, but also to partner with other dioceses on joint ventures,
such as gathering food and supplies for those in detention. 

Looking ahead, we know there will be challenges this coming year, but there are also reasons for hope
and even joy. For instance, SJRAISE will celebrate our 10-year anniversary, and we’re planning to host an
anniversary event in conjunction with next year’s diocesan convention. Stay tuned for future updates! 

In all these matters, we’re grateful to our community partners for their work to defend the rights and dignity
of our immigrant neighbors. We’d also like to give a special shout out to Cn. Anna Carmichael for her
years of faithful service to this commission, and we wish her well in her new journey in the Diocese of
Massachusetts. We’re grateful to have a strong advocate in Bishop Greg as well, and we look forward to
great things in the new year, even amidst these turbulent times. 

Thanks to all of you who continue to provide encouragement, and thanks to the congregations of our
diocese for your generous financial support during Immigrant Heritage Month.

Blessings and peace,

Dcn. Cathy Kline (Co-Chair)  Emily Burnias Mother Karen Campbell  Phyllis Duarte 
Dcn. Tom Hampson  Tristan Kratz Dcn. Amy Larsen  Araceli and Brittany Miller     Anna Pendergrass
Roman Rain Tree Padre Nelson Serrano-Poveda 

Jonathan Partridge, SJRAISE Co-Chair
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The Anti-Racism Commission continued its ministry of racial reconciliation through prayer, education, and
support for congregations responding faithfully to racism and exclusion. This year, our work also included
significant changes in membership and leadership. As we thank those who have served, we invite more
people from across the Diocese to help carry this ministry forward.

Our meetings began with prayer and a land acknowledgment honoring the Indigenous peoples whose
ancestral territories encompass our Diocese. We encourage congregations in our Diocese to include a
land acknowledgment in their bulletins and read it before the service or meetings. We returned regularly to
shared commitments to listen with curiosity, practice humility, respect confidentiality, and make room for
one another. These practices help us recognize that reconciliation requires attention to how we treat one
another as well as to the issues we address.

Members brought concerns from their congregations and communities into these conversations. We
reflected on the effects of immigration enforcement, requests for accompaniment at court hearings, racial
violence, and the fear and division affecting many of our neighbors. We asked how to preach the Gospel
in difficult circumstances and how to sustain hope while remaining accountable to those most affected.

Friday Reflection remained an important way to share the Commission’s work throughout the Diocese.
Members maintained a schedule of contributions, including reflections and recommendations for further
learning. Our conversations emphasized making these resources useful to congregations and amplifying
voices that are too often overlooked.

For Black History Month, Dr. Barbara Vassell and Deacon Steve Bentley planned weekly articles on Black
people's historical contributions. Members also proposed social media questions and sharing the
livestream of the Absalom Jones worship service. These efforts connected learning about Black history
with the Church's life and witness.

Other educational work widened that conversation. We recorded an Arab American History Month panel
and made it available through Friday Reflection. In May, Friday Reflection featured the Rev. Florence Li
Tim-Oi during Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, and Jack Peck
offered reflections on Jewish-Christian relations. For Juneteenth, the Commission encouraged churches
to include the observance in the Prayers of the People and shared social media posts in English and
Spanish.

The Commission approved up to $200 toward music for the March 28 César Chávez Mass at the
Cathedral and agreed to be listed as a sponsor. This commitment linked our educational work with
worship and affirmed the dignity of farmworkers and Latino communities.

Members also helped prepare the gathering of the Diocese’s disability inclusion and LGBTQ+
commissions. These conversations reflected our awareness that racism intersects with other forms of
exclusion, and that our ministries benefit from working together. We continued to consider opportunities
for collaboration with SJRAISE, particularly around immigration and Hispanic Heritage Month.

Anti-Racism Commission
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A recurring concern was White Christian Nationalism and its consequences for the Church’s witness.
Members discussed the need to recognize and name it, offer education rooted in the Gospel, and tell the
story of Jesus as a source of liberation. We also considered how our congregations can welcome a
greater diversity of people and how the Diocese can continue to lift up marginalized voices. These
questions remain part of our ongoing discernment.

During this year, several members retired from service on the Commission, including Mr. Jack Peck, the
Rev. Canon Anna Carmichael, who went to serve the Diocese of Massachusetts, and Dr. Barbara Vassell,
one of our co-chairs. We are deeply grateful for their ministry, the time they gave, and the wisdom they
shared. Their contributions to education, reflection, and the Commission’s common life have helped
sustain racial reconciliation as a diocesan commitment.

As these transitions unfolded, Tamzin Wheatley and Deacon Alison Fischer temporarily assumed the
responsibilities of co-chairs, while Deacon Steve Bentley enjoys a well-deserved vacation. We thank them
for their willingness to provide continuity and guide the Commission through this period. The ARC also
enthusiastically welcomes our new member, Odelia- Adam Roav. We also thank all who have contributed
through prayer, writing, conversation, and service.

An invitation to serve

We invite members of every church in our Diocese, both lay and ordained, to prayerfully consider whether
God is calling them to serve in the ministry of racial reconciliation through the Anti-Racism Commission.
We particularly welcome the participation of lay members and people whose experiences and
perspectives can broaden our understanding of the communities we serve.

If you are interested, please email our temporary co-chairs, Tamzin Wheatley or Deacon Alison Fischer,
Odelia-Adam Roav, or Padre Nelson Serrano to express your interest and discuss appointment by our
Bishop to serve on the Commission. A willingness to listen, learn, and work alongside others is an
important beginning. We ask the Diocese’s prayers as we welcome new members and continue this
shared ministry.
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The Creation Care Commission is currently comprised of Charlene Martin (Chair), Xan Adams, Barbara
Krengel, Kim Leslie, Chuck Shaeffer, and Rev. Bob Woods. We convene on the fourth Thursday of most
months at 7:15 PM. We warmly invite more individuals to join us and are actively seeking a co-chair. In the
upcoming year, we intend to celebrate the various days of observance that highlight the joys and
challenges of our fragile island home. Additionally, we will be promoting greater participation in Earth Day,
which falls on April 22nd, as well as the broader season of Creation. 

Accomplishments: 
1.Ongoing education regarding Advocate papers is facilitated through our articles submitted to the Friday
Reflections communication. 
2.Active participation with the Province VIII Creation Care Network (www.provinceviii.org/creationcare)
includes attending monthly meetings and disseminating information. Two commission members, Xan
Adams and Charlene Martin, attended the inaugural conference in Salt Lake City, Utah, where they
shared insights on Rainwater Harvesting and Conservation. Most of the conference sessions were
recorded and can be accessed via the following link: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLaKGG0aRv428www.provinceviii.org/creationcare

The Season of Creation Survey received responses from six out of twenty congregations surveyed.
Several congregations conduct Blessing of the Animals services during the Season of Creation. To
streamline participation, the survey consists of six one-click response questions and two optional open-
ended questions. Your parish may still participate through the following link: Survey Link. 

Raw results: 
Are you aware of the Season of Creation, A Celebration Guide for Episcopal Parishes, New Creation
Liturgies: Yes – 5 (71%), No - 2 (29%) 

Did you use the Season of Creation Celebration Guide in your worship services this year or in years past?
Yes – 2 (29%), No – 5 (71%) 
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Creation Care Commission
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Sharing the good news of individual parish projects

Saint Matthew's Episcopal Church, San Andreas: Community Garden and Rainwater Harvesting
Project continues to grow. This group has been working with their local Master Gardners on this phase of
planting the raised garden beds. Stay tuned, more coming in other areas of the property
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Episcopal Church of St. Anne, Stockton: Grandma’s Garden was a joint project with friends from the
Pease crops, Parish sextons, landscapers and the Tongan Church parishioners all pitching in, even the
Primera Iglesia Bautista pastor shared expertise on raising chickens. This year the parish received a
United Thank Offering (UTO) grant for this project as it addresses Creation Justice through encaging
multigeneration, ecumenical events centered around a shared garden. 
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Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, Lodi: California Native Plant Garden, Bags to Benches
Program, Greening our kitchen is working, we continue to refill the bottles with Deacon Cleaning Solution
added a new program, Sunset Salon during Season of Creation where parishioners shared poems, songs,
letters, and bible passages inspired by God’s gift of Creation. 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Modesto hosts a Bags to Benches program. 
St. James' Episcopal Church, Sonora, Community Garden 
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One of the two newest diocesan commissions, the Disabilities Inclusion Commission, had its inaugural
meeting in May of 2026. In attendance were Deacon Alison Fischer, Deacon Amy Larson, Deacon Marilee
Muncey, Canon Anna Carmichael, and Claude Muncey from St. Francis, Turlock. 

We began with what we characterized as a soft-opening stage as we began to discern what is our best
first step in fulfilling our charge of Fellowship/Community Building, Education, and Advocacy. Noting that
we are currently without allocated funds until 2027, we brainstormed on what our commission could offer
and potential resources currently available from either Episcopal or Lutheran sources. Historically,
Episcopal disability resources were plentiful; however, we quickly discovered that many previous
Episcopal sources have lapsed while Lutheran and other mainline church sources are still active.  

There was much discussion on the many conditions that can be included in the term “disability” or
“disabled” and how parishes may have parishioners/attendees/visitors who have more hidden disabilities
that are not readily apparent. All our imagining seemed to come down to the idea of how we welcome
people to our faith communities and how expansive our welcome must be.

Our commission, and in fact, each of our commissions operate from the perspective of love and welcome.
The foundational assumption of the Disability and Inclusion Commission is that without love there can be
no true welcome. It is love that keeps every person in our communities truly welcome as individuals loved
by God as they are.

The Disabilities Inclusion Commission participated in all the plenary sessions and met together as a
commission during the Sacred Belonging Planning Retreat on September 18-19, 2026, at ECCO. Present
were Deacons Alison Fischer, Amy Larsen, and Marilee Muncey. There is an exciting, and positive energy
across the diocese.

The main part of our work that weekend was deciding what the Disability Inclusion Commission would be
offering to everyone in the diocese in the remaining months of this year and into 2027. Deacon Amy
shared the doctoral capstone project of Ashley Westover, a Doctor of Occupational Therapy student at
Baylor University title, Supporting Disabilities in Church: An Occupational Therapy Student’s Perspective.
Dr. Westover’s insights and practical suggestions are something we look forward to sharing with our faith
communities as needed. Our first Friday Reflection piece, Beyond the Ramp: Building a Seat at the Table
for Everyone, written by Deacon Amy was an excellent introduction to the work of the commission inviting
everyone to consider who had a seat at the table and opening commission membership to the diocese.

In early 2027 we hope to send out a brief survey to all congregations centering on three questions: 1.
What experience have you had with (listing conditions and inviting others to be named)? 2. How have you
opened your congregational life to individuals and families living with them? And 3. How can we help you?
We expect that the completed surveys will provide additional information and direction both to us and to
the diocese.

Disability Inclusion Commission
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In January, Deacon Alison hopes to begin an on-line formation and study series centering on the Imago
Dei and structured broadly enough (covering more than just disability) to attract diocesan-wide
participation including members of each of the diocesan commissions and how this affects their specific
areas of ministry.

If this has piqued your interest, come join us; all are welcome. For more information, please contact any
member of the commission: Deacon Alison Fischer (St. John, Stockton), alisonmfischer1@gmail.com,
Deacon Amy Larsen (St James Sonora), alar4026@gmail.com, Deacon Marilee Muncey (St. Francis,
Turlock), marileemuncey@comcast.net, Claude Muncey (St. Francis, Turlock), cmuncey@gmail.com. 

 Respectfully submitted,

 The Rev. Dn. Marilee Muncey
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The Rainbow Covenant, the LGBTQ+ Commission of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin, was
established in early 2026 as one of the final episcopal initiatives of the Rt. Rev. David Rice. Its creation
reflected the Diocese’s ongoing commitment to becoming a more inclusive, welcoming, and affirming
community of faith, particularly for LGBTQ+ individuals and their families.

With the support of the Rev. Canon Anna Carmichael, a diocesan-wide invitation was extended to those
interested in serving on this newly established commission. The response was encouraging, with
substantial interest and participation from all three deaneries of the Diocese. This enthusiastic response
demonstrated both the need for this ministry and the willingness of people throughout our Diocese to work
together toward greater inclusion and belonging.

Initially, the Commission was guided by a coordinating committee consisting of the Rev. Betsy McElroy,
Deacon Carolyn Woodall, the Rev. Nelson Serrano, and Dani Wilson. Following the retirement of Deacon
Carolyn Woodall and the Rev. Betsy McElroy, Father Nelson Serrano and Dani Wilson assumed
leadership as Co-Chairs of the Commission.

Since its establishment, The Rainbow Covenant has met regularly on a monthly basis, with the exception
of August and September, as preparations were underway for the Diocesan Commissions Retreat held in
September. These meetings have provided opportunities for prayer, conversation, reflection, and
discernment as we continue to explore the Commission’s role within the life and mission of our Diocese.

Much of our work during this first year has focused on understanding how the Commission can best serve
our congregations and LGBTQ+ communities. We recognize that many of the communities in which our
churches are located face challenging social and political circumstances, including public policies and
actions that negatively affect LGBTQ+ individuals. In this context, we have been discerning how our
Diocese can offer a faithful Christian response grounded in the Gospel, the dignity of every human being,
and our baptismal commitment to respect the dignity of all people.

The participation of Commission members in the September Diocesan Commissions Retreat was
particularly valuable. It helped us gain a clearer understanding of our responsibilities and identify practical
ways to move forward. Building on this experience, our October meeting was especially productive and
marked an important step in moving from reflection to action.

During that meeting, the Commission approved the allocation of funds to print and distribute educational
and pastoral resources. These materials will highlight the history of LGBTQ+ inclusion and affirmation
within The Episcopal Church, recent developments in liturgical and pastoral resources for accompanying
and supporting transgender individuals, and a directory of congregations throughout the Episcopal
Diocese of San Joaquin. Through these resources, we hope to help LGBTQ+ individuals and their families
recognize that they are not alone and that there are communities of faith throughout our Diocese where
they can find welcome, fellowship, and opportunities to participate in Sunday worship.

LGBTQ+ Commission
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Another important aspect of our work has been supporting Pride celebrations and initiatives organized by
congregations throughout the Diocese. During 2026, with the valuable assistance of Ashley and Andrew,
the Commission supported Pride events in Hanford and Visalia. These experiences demonstrated the
importance of collaboration among congregations and the value of making the Church’s presence visible
in celebrations that affirm the dignity, diversity, and lives of LGBTQ+ people.

Looking ahead, The Rainbow Covenant intends to strengthen its support for Pride events and other
LGBTQ+ affirming initiatives throughout the Diocese. We also hope to become a resource for
congregations responding to local public policies and decisions that affect LGBTQ+ communities. Our
goal is to help our churches engage these challenges with compassion, informed understanding, and a
clear commitment to justice, dignity, and inclusion.

As we conclude this first year, we recognize that much of our work has involved laying the foundations for
a ministry that will continue to grow and develop. We are grateful for the dedication of our Commission
members, the support received from across the Diocese, and the opportunity to contribute to the Church’s
mission of reconciliation, justice, and love.

We look forward to continuing this work together, trusting that the Holy Spirit will guide us as we seek to
make our congregations places where every person can experience God's unconditional love and truly
know that they belong.

Respectfully submitted,

The Rev. Nelson Serrano
Dani Wilson
Co-Chairs, The Rainbow Covenant
LGBTQ+ Commission
Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Bakersfield
Diana Gayle Conner
Gary Ferguson
Linda Mackey
Kamala Marie Meadows
Jerry Pettiford
Donna Roope 
Lorraine Rose

St. James Episcopal Cathedral, Fresno
Indera Rebecca Wilson
Phyllis Scott Johnson

St. John the Baptist, Lodi
Lois Lilley
Donald Robert Smith
Betty Bandelin
John Ledbetter
Colleen Walton
Marilyn Cook
Jeffery Lobb
Robert Hoffman, Sr.

St. Raphael’s Episcopal Church, Oakhurst
Suzanne Harvey

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Modesto
Christine Judd

2026 Necrology Report

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, San Andreas
Joel David Pitto

St. James’ Episcopal Church, Sonora
Jan Potter

St. John the Evangelist, Stockton
Melinda Vaca

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Tulare
Janet McCoy
Lynda Davis

St. Francis’ Episcopal Church, Turlock
Pastor Sylvia Mueller
Patrick Wayne Flood
Nedra Voorhees

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Visalia
Duane Schafer
Nancy Houk
Lori Phillips
Rhoda Immer

EDSJ
Delores Huerta
Dolly Parton
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 EDSJ List of Canonically Resident Clergy Eligible to vote at the
Annual Meeting of Convention 

November 6-7, 2026
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EDSJ List of Canonically Resident Clergy who are NOT eligible to
vote at the Annual Meeting of Convention 

November 6-7, 2026
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EDSJ List of Non-Canonically Resident Clergy
November 6-7, 2026
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1. THE CHAIR CALLS THE MEETING TO ORDER
     a. The Rt. Rev. David Rice, Bishop, called the annual meeting to order at 10:40 a.m. and gave a Land
Acknowledgment: “We acknowledge that this Meeting is taking place in the un-ceded territory of California
home to nearly 200 tribal nations. As we begin this meeting, we acknowledge and honor the original
inhabitants of our various regions, including the Yokuts, Paiute, Miwok, Ohlone, Chukchansi, Western
Mono, Me-Wuk, Chumash and the Tubatulabal. A land acknowledgement is a critical step towards working
with native communities to secure meaningful partnership and inclusion in the stewardship and protection
of their cultural resources and homelands. Let’s take a moment to honor these ancestral grounds that we
are collectively gathered upon and support the resilience and strength that all Indigenous people have
shown worldwide.” 

   2. EXPLANATION OF PROCEDURAL INFORMATION FOR CONVENTION
     a. Bishop David reminded those assembled that the business today was an expression of “church..,
worship…and our faith and service together.” He then called upon Cindy Smith, the Secretary of
Convention, to provide procedural information and “Best Practices” for today’s meeting. The Secretary
announced that today’s convention would be recorded. She brought attention to the use of the Electronic
Convention Booklet (ECB) throughout the meeting.

     b. The Secretary instructed attendees wishing to submit late resolutions and/or budget amendments
from the floor to submit them in written form at the dais and also via email to the Secretary of Convention
by 11:00 a.m., and reminded convention that a Late Resolution must receive a 2/3rds majority vote in
order to be considered, or 3/4ths majority if it seeks to amend the Diocesan Canons and/or Constitution. If
the Motion to Consider passes, discussion and a vote to adopt may take place.

     c. The Secretary explained that if you wish to address Convention, raise your hand. Once you are
recognized by the Bishop, please stand in place, if able, and identify yourself with your name and parish
before making a motion or second, even if the Bishop has used your name which is vital for the official
audio recording of the meeting. To speak to an issue, bring forward a new motion or have a question, step
to the microphone and wait to be recognized by the Bishop. Once recognized, always identify yourself
with your name and parish before proceeding.

     d. The Secretary advised delegates to state why you are speaking - To make a motion; To second a
motion on the floor; To enter the discussion or debate, while also indicating whether you wish to speak for
or against the issue; or To ask a question.

     e. Who may vote. If you are an elected delegate or canonically-resident clergy, you have Seat, Voice
and Vote. If you are not canonically-resident clergy, you have Seat and Voice, but no Vote. If you are an
observer, you typically do not have Seat, Voice or Vote. Some groups are granted Seat and Voice as a
courtesy – the laity from Diocesan Council, Standing Committee, Deputies, etc., so they might participate
in debates and discussions. If you do not have “Vote” - you may not vote, or make a motion, or second a
motion.

The Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin
Minutes of the 66th Annual Convention, November 8, 2025 held at ECCO

Draft for Approval at 67th Annual Convention
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     f. If you do not agree completely with a proposed resolution or another person’s motion, but see some
value in it, you can offer an amendment rather than just voting “No”. If a majority agrees to the
amendment, it will modify the original resolution or motion. Convention will then vote again on the
amended resolution or amended motion as a final action. When you propose an amendment, you must
submit precise language of the proposed change. Be prepared with your language, typically in writing with
a copy delivered to the dais, when you propose an amendment. 

3.  INTRODUCTION OF NEW CLERGY
     a. Bishop David introduced and welcomed a staff member in their new role and encouraged
Convention to extend their thanks and welcome.

Roxann McSpadden – as Diocesan Administrator, in addition to Cathedral Administrator.

4.  TAKING OF THE ROLE AND REPORT OF QUORUM
     a. Bishop David called upon the Secretary of Convention for a report of the Registration of Clergy and
Lay Delegates and the report of the Credentials Committee as to the presence of a Quorum.

     b. Ms. Cindy Smith reported that the Credentials Committee - Chancellor Michael Glass,
Registrar The Rev. Canon Anna, and Secretary of Convention Ms. Cindy Smith - certifies that at least one-
third of all clergy entitled to seat and vote are present and at least one-third of all congregations are
represented by at least one lay delegate which constitutes a quorum per Canon 3, Sec. 1 of the Diocesan
Canons.

     c. Bishop David thanked the Secretary, and declared a Quorum is present and the Convention is
organized for business.

5.  CONVENTION APPOINTMENTS
     a. Bishop David made the following appointments for the 66th Annual Convention of this diocese:

Secretary of Convention: Ms. Cindy J. Smith
Chancellor and Parliamentarian: Mr. Michael Glass
Dispatch of Business: The Rev. Gail Bernthal
Teller: Ms. Jan Dunlap

6. REVIEW OF VOTING PROCEDURES & PRACTICE VPOLL VOTE
     a. Bishop David called upon the Secretary of Convention to explain the voting process.

     b. The Secretary described the two forms of voting to be used at this Convention, 1) a Yes or No vote
that may be conducted by a voice vote or show of hands, and 2) Election Balloting using the VPOLL
platform, requiring voters to use an internet-capable device to access the VPOLL site and, after submitting
their unique voting credentials, selecting their choice on each on-screen ballot. She explained that the
voting credentials were distributed in the name badges, and reviewed the offices that would be elected in
today’s session. She reviewed that, per Canon, the first round of voting requires a simple majority
(50%+1) and subsequent ballots merely a plurality. Also, specifically in the case of Deputies to General
Convention, an ordered ranking was required for all open seats (both lay and clergy) for the election to be
considered as final.

82



67th Annual Meeting of the Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin 
November 6-7, 2026, Episcopal Conference Center Oakhurst

     c. The Secretary pointed out that today’s Consent Agenda included a Resolution to facilitate 
Deputy elections allowing for, in the event of a tie or need to establish the ranking of Deputies to the
General Convention, the Secretary by resolution may reduce the number of votes to be cast for each
election by one vote less than the number of candidates seeking election. 

     d. To abstain from a vote, simply do not cast your vote. If it is determined that a ballot is invalid for
some reason, the Chair will call for the ballot to be repeated. If a choice is not made on a first ballot, a
second ballot will be cast later in the day, and so forth. Election result may be given immediately or later in
the day.

     e. A Practice Vote was rescheduled for later in the day while internet issues were being addressed. 

7.  MOTION TO ADOPT THE AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA

     a. Bishop David called upon The Rev. Gail Bernthal, Dispatch of Business. The Rev. Gail Bernthal
moved to adopt the proposed agenda as printed beginning on page 4 of the Electronic Convention
Booklet (ECB) distributed to the delegates and entered into the record. Bishop David called for and
received a second from Ms. Kim Odenweller, St. Anne’s, Stockton. He called for a Yes/No voice vote to
adopt the proposed Agenda. The motion carried.

     b. Bishop David called upon Dispatch of Business to introduce the Consent Agenda and explain the
adoption process. The Rev. Gail Bernthal explained: The Consent Agenda, as printed on page 6 of the
convention booklet, distributed to delegates, will be enacted as a whole by one motion and one vote. If
discussion is desired by the Convention on any Consent Agenda item, any delegate may request to
remove that item by raising your hand to be recognized. The Chair of Convention will remove that item
from this agenda to be considered in the regular order of business.

     c. The Rev. Gail Bernthal moved to adopt the Consent Agenda, as printed and distributed to the
delegates. Bishop David called for and received a second from The Rev. Betsy McElroy, St. John the
Baptist, Lodi. Bishop David called for discussion; hearing none, called for a Yes/No voice vote to adopt the
Consent Calendar. Motion carried. (see Exhibit section for Consent Calendar text)

8.  NECROLOGY REPORT

     a. Bishop David asked all to stand if able and be still. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. The
Necrology Report of those who have died since the last meeting of convention in 2024 appears on page
112 of the ECB, and was read into the record by Bishop David, as follows:

St Paul’s, Bakersfield
Michael Gardner

St James Cathedral, Fresno
Ashok Ralph Milton

Ian Douglas MaCagy
St John the Baptist, Lodi

Vanessa Thierry
Roger McLord
Richad Cress
Ken Morgan
Polly Morgan
Vinita Shinn

St. Paul’s, Modesto
James Arnold Roberson

Christine Jayne
Mary Kinnaman

Rev. Deacon George Cano
Michael Thorington

Kim Pew
Elanie Paradis

Janet Sue Rhods
Ronald Curtis Crawford

Sue Crawford
Mary Schonwald Kinnaman

St. Michael’s, Ridgecrest
Pepper Jane Johanson
Margarette Nadine King

St. James, Sonora
Marlene Bottomly
Lawrence Marum

St. Francis, Turlock
Leslie Ann Littlefield
St. Paul’s, Visalia

Hank Marschall
Betty Wenn
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9. REPORT OF CONGREGATIONS IN ARREARS IN ASSESSMENTS

     a. The Bishop called upon Deacon Greg Masztal, Diocesan Treasurer, to report those congregations
who are in arrears in assessments. The Diocesan Treasurer reported, “Bishop David, I certified yesterday
that all congregations are current in assessments; therefore, all congregations are eligible for seat, voice,
and vote without further action by this convention.” The Bishop thanked and excused the Treasurer.

10. MOTION TO APPROVE NOMINATIONS TO COMMISSION ON MINISTRY

     a. Bishop David acknowledged and thanked the following outgoing members of the Commission on
Ministry, and invited acclimation from convention:

Ms. Candice Gale - St John’s, Lodi
Ms. Patricia Pallares - St Michael’s, Ridgecrest
Dr. Barbara Vassell (Co-Chair) - St Paul’s, Modesto

     b. Bishop David informed Convention of the following appointments, which were approved by the
Standing Committee, for new members of the Commission on Ministry who are filling a vacancy:”

Class of 2027 - Mr. Michael Cava - St Paul’s, Bakersfield
 Class of 2026 - Mr. Paul Siebuhr - St John’s, Tulare

     c. Bishop David submitted the following nominations for confirmation of members to serve on the
Commission on Ministry for the Class of 2029.

Class of 2029:
The Rev. Luke Martinez – Episcopal Church of the Saviour, Hanford (second term) 
Ms. Anna Pendergrass – St Paul’s, Visalia

     d. Bishop David called for a motion for Annual Convention to confirm these nominations, as submitted,
as persons who shall serve as members of the Commission on Ministry. The Rev. Suzy Ward, St. Paul’s,
Visalia, moved to confirm the nominations. Second by Dcn Cathy Kline, St Michael’s, Ridgecrest. Bishop
David called for discussion; hearing none, called for a Yes/No voice vote to confirm. Motion carried.

11. MATTERS REQUIRING CONFIRMATION OF DIOCESAN CONVENTION

     a. Confirmation of Cathedral Chapter Members: Bishop David notified convention that per Diocesan
Canon 17.02, and Article VII of the Cathedral Constitution, the congregation of St. James’ Parish Church,
Fresno has duly nominated the following persons to serve as members of the Cathedral Chapter with
biographies beginning on page 7 of the ECB:

Ms. Vicki Curtis
Ms. Yolanda Herrera 
Ms. Pamela Johnston
Mr. Joseph Kieta
Ms. Cheryl McDonald
Mr. Ernesto Lovos Melendez
Ms. Shar Reagan
Mr. Andrew Simpson
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     b. Bishop David called for a motion for Annual Convention to confirm the nomination of these Chapter
members. Deacon Nancy Key, St. James’ Cathedral moved to confirm the nominations; seconded by The
Rev. Nelson Serrano Poveda, St. James’ Cathedral. Bishop David called for discussion; hearing none,
called for a Yes/No voice vote to confirm. Motion carried.

12. REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
     a. Bishop David acknowledged and thanked the following outgoing members of Standing Committee
(SC) and Diocesan Council (DC), and asked Convention to give thanks for their service:

Standing Committee
Mr. Jonathan Partridge, St. John’s, Stockton
Rev. Suzy Ward, St. Paul’s, Visalia 

Diocesan Council
Ms. Stephanie Gilmer, St. Paul's, Modesto
The Rev. Deacon Terry March, St. Paul’s, Visalia
Ms. Jan Dunlap - St. Paul’s, Bakersfield 

     b. Bishop David called upon Ms. Jan Dunlap, Chair of the 2025 Nominations Committee to present the
results of the Deanery Elections. 

     c. Ms. Dunlap reported the results of the Deanery elections for Diocesan Council were as follows:
Northern Deanery: There were no open positions. Central Deanery: The Rev. Deacon Nancy Key, St.
James’ Cathedral, Fresno Southern Deanery: Ms. Jan Dunlap, St. Paul’s, Bakersfield

     d. Bishop David called upon the Chair of the Nominations Committee to present the nominees for the
open offices to be voted on at this convention.

     e. Ms. Dunlap explained, we have up for election to Standing Committee, one Lay & one Clergy
positions; for Diocesan Council, one Lay position; and for Deputy to General Convention, 4 Lay & 4 Clergy
and for Alternate to General Convention, 4 Lay & 4 Clergy. The following names have been entered into
nomination:

Standing Committee: (for One Lay–4-year term – Class of 2029 - ELECT 1):
Ms. Beth Elwood - St. John’s, Lodi 
Mr. Marshall Johnston PhD - St. James’ Cathedral, Fresno

Standing Committee: (for One Clergy–4-year term – Class of 2029 - ELECT 1):
Rev. Brian Dawson - St. Paul’s, Modesto
The Rev. Luke Martinez - Church of the Saviour, Hanford
The Rev. Deacon Marilee Munsey - St. Francis, Turlock

Diocesan Council: (At-Large Lay– 3-year term – Class of 2028 - ELECT 1):
Mr. Joseph Kieta - St. James’ Cathedral, Fresno
Mr. Joey Soria - St. John’s, Lodi
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Deputy to 82nd General Convention: (Lay– 3-year term – ELECT 4 Deputies & 4 Alternates, ranked):
• Ms. Frances Bott - St. John’s, Lodi
• Dr. Skylar Carlson - St. John’s, Stockton
• Ms. Melissa Crider - Church of the Saviour, Hanford
• Ms. Jan Dunlap - St. Paul’s, Bakersfield
• Ms. Candice Gale - St. John’s, Lodi
• Ms. Charlene Martin - St. John’s, Lodi
• Ms. Cindy Smith - St. Paul’s, Bakersfield

Deputy to 82nd General Convention: (Clergy– 3-year term – ELECT 4 Deputies & 4 Alternates, ranked):
• The Rev. Brian Dawson - St. Paul’s, Modesto
• The Rev. Deacon Cathy Kline - St Michael’s, Ridgecrest
• The Rev. Luke Martinez - Church of the Saviour, Hanford
• The Rev. Betsy McElroy - St. John’s, Lodi
• The Rev. Nelson Poveda - Diocesan Latino Missioner

     f. Bishop David called attention to the Voter’s Guide with biographies, included in the ECB/Electronic
Convention Booklet on pages 11 -18, and asked the delegates to consider the candidate’s qualifications
for each position before submitting nominations from the floor. Bishop David thanked and excused the
Nominations Chair.

13. CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FROM THE FLOOR

     a. Bishop David asked the Chair of Nominations, Ms. Jan Dunlap, if any nominations have been
received electronically during the meeting. The Nominations Chair reported no nominations have yet been
received.

     b. Bishop David called for all nominations from the floor for Standing Committee, Lay position; there
were none; called for a motion to close nominations for this position. Mr. Paul Siebuhr, St John’s, Tulare
moved that nominations be closed for Standing Committee Lay; second by Ms. Pam Johnston, St. James’
Cathedral, Fresno. Bishop David called for a voice vote to close nominations. Motion carried. 

     c. Bishop David called for nominations from the floor for Standing Committee, Clergy position; there
were none. The Parliamentarian suggested that nominations remain open as we move through the open
positions, with one call to close after all positions have been presented. The Chair agreed.

     d. Bishop David called for nominations from the floor for Diocesan Council, At Large-Lay position. there
were none.

     e. Bishop David called for nominations from the floor for Deputy to 82nd General Convention, Lay
position. He recognized Dcn. Marilee Muncey, St Francis, Turlock, who nominated Mr. Claude Muncey, St
Francis, Turlock. Mr. Muncey accepted. There were no additional nominations.

     f. Bishop David called for nominations from the floor for Deputy to 82nd General Convention, Clergy
position. He recognized Dcn. Greg Masztal, St. Paul’s, Modesto, who nominated Canon Anna Carmichael,
Diocese of San Joaquin. Cn. Carmichael accepted. There were no additional nominations.

     g. Bishop David called for a motion to close nominations for all positions. Ms. Kim Odenweller, St.
Anne’s, Stockton moved that nominations be closed; second by Ms. Josefina Powe, St. John’s, Stockton.
Bishop David called for a voice vote to close nominations. Motion carried.
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     h. Bishop David declared that nominations from floor are now closed, for all offices.

The Bishop announced that several agenda items were being reordered to expedite the meeting. (note:
original Agenda section numbers will be shown in this document.)

14. FINANCIAL REPORTS AND MOTION TO APPROVE BUDGET 

     a. Bishop David explained to Convention that the 2026 Proposed Budget was presented in detail to all
delegates and others attending the October Deanery Day, and they have had some time to examine it in
detail. He asked Convention to limit discussion to additional questions not already addressed at the
previous budget presentation.

     b. Bishop David called upon Diocesan Treasurer, Deacon Greg Mazstal, to present the 2026 Proposed
Budget. The Treasurer’s Report, the 2025 Financial Reports, the Proposed 2026 Budget, and Audit
Reports for 2022 and 2023 can be found on pages 19 through 84 of the Electronic Convention
Booklet/ECB.

     c. The Diocesan Treasurer stated, “The 2025 financial report as of September 30th is submitted. Even
though Reserve Investment Account Dividends are $61k less than expected, we are overall $66k under
budget as of September.” The Treasurer also expressed thanks for those congregations that have
reduced the amount of their ask for grant assistance, as it has aided in the reduction of the drawdown
from diocesan investment accounts from 9.6% to 7.95% moving towards the goal of 6%. He pointed out at
the Bishop Search process is currently under budget with some tasks remaining. “After extensive work by
the Finance Committee the 2026 Budget was presented to the Diocesan Council, and then on Deanery
Day in October to the delegates and clergy. Bishop, I present the 2026 Proposed Budget to Convention.”

     d. The Bishop thanked the Diocesan Treasurer, and moved, “That the 2026 budget as presented by the
Diocesan Treasurer, be approved by this Convention and entered into the record.” Bishop David called for
and received a second from Deacon Terry March, St. Paul’s, Visalia. Bishop David called for discussion;
hearing none, called for a voice vote to confirm. Motion carried. 

     e. Bishop David called upon the chair of the Finance Committee, Dcn. Teri Van Huss, to come forward.
Recognizing Deacon Teri’s impending move out of state, he expressed the thanks of the diocese for her
many years of work and services, and she received a rousing ovation from Convention and spoke briefly.

15. FIRST BALLOT
     a. At the Chair’s request, the Secretary conducted two practice election-style votes with Convention.

     b. Bishop David called upon The Secretary to explain the ballot voting method with the vPoll platform. It
was explained as follows: “All certified delegates and eligible clergy shall vote one selection each for the
Standing Committee and Diocesan Council offices. For an Election ballot, you will go to the voting portal,
select the Meeting, and login with the unique credentials that were sent to you. Do not share your
credentials – if you do not have your credentials, raise your hand for assistance. You will be presented
with a ballot, which will include instructions on how many candidates to vote for. The ballot will appear on
your screen, and you have two minutes to submit your ballot, a timer appears at the top. As we approach
the two-minute mark, the Bishop will say "the vote is closing," then "the vote is closed." The Bishop will
then proceed to the next office election, and the third office election. The certified results of the first
balloting will be reported later in the meeting. If there is not a majority in a ballot, we will go to a second
ballot later in the meeting.”
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     c. Bishop David verified with the Secretary and the Technical Production team that the voting platform
was ready. The Bishop announced the vote open, asking for selections to be made. After sufficient time,
he announced the vote closed. He repeated the process for each office.

Results were announced after each ballot:

Standing Committee: (for One Lay–4-year term):
Mr. Marshall Johnston PhD - St. James’ Cathedral, Fresno - was elected with 31 votes (55.36%).
Ms. Beth Elwood - St. John’s, Lodi – received 25 votes (44.64%).

Standing Committee: (for One Clergy–4-year term):
Rev. Brian Dawson - St. Paul’s, Modesto - received 21 votes (37.5%).
Rev. Luke Martinez - Church of the Saviour, Hanford - received 20 votes (35.71%).
Rev. Deacon Marilee Munsey - St. Francis, Turlock - received 15 votes (26.79%).

No candidate received a majority. Election will go to a second ballot.

Diocesan Council: (At-Large Lay– 3-year):
Mr. Joey Soria - St. John’s, Lodi - was elected with 29 votes (50.88%).
Mr. Joe Kieta - St. James’ Cathedral, Fresno - received 28 votes (49.12%).

     d. The Secretary announced that after consultation with the Chair, she invoked the resolution for tie-
breaking and ranking Deputy elections since the slate does not have 9 candidates. She informed
Convention that on the Deputy - Lay election those with vote should vote for up to 7 candidates – vote for
1 to 7 candidates, and on the Deputy – Clergy election those with vote should vote for up to 5 candidates
– vote for 1 to 5 candidates. 

Results were announced after each ballot:

Deputy to 82nd General Convention: (Lay 3-year with ranking):
• Dr. Skylar Carlson - St. John’s, Stockton-was elected L1 with 51 votes (89.47%).
• Ms. Melissa Crider - COTS, Hanford-was elected L2 with 47 votes (82.46%).
• Ms. Cindy Smith - St. Paul’s, Bakersfield-was elected L3 with 41 votes (71.93%).
• Ms. Candice Gale - St. John’s, Lodi-was elected L4 with 40 votes (70.18%).
• Ms. Jan Dunlap - St. Paul’s, Bakersfield-was elected LA1 with 39 votes (68.42%).
• Ms. Charlene Martin - St. John’s, Lodi-was elected LA2 with 33 votes (57.89%).
• Ms. Frances Bott - St. John’s, Lodi-received 23 votes (40.35%).
• Mr. Claude Muncey - St. Francis, Turlock-received 21 votes (36.84%).
Six were elected and ranked. Two did not receive a majority and will go to a second ballot.

Deputy to 82nd General Convention: (Clergy 3-year with ranking):
• The Rev. Betsy McElroy - St. John’s, Lodi-was elected C1 with 47 votes (82.46%).
• The Rev. Luke Martinez - COTS, Hanford-was elected C2 with 45 votes (78.95%).
• The Rev. Brian Dawson - St. Paul’s, Modesto-tied for C3 with 44 votes (77.19%).
• The Rev. Nelson Poveda - EDSJ Missioner-tied for C3 with 44 votes (77.19%).
• The Rev. Dcn. Cathy Kline - St Michael’s, Ridgecrest-tied for CA1 with 37 votes (64.91%).
• The Rev. Cn. Anna Carmichael – EDSJ Canon-tied for CA1 with 37 votes (64.91%).
The first attempt was invalidated due to a faulty single vote restriction and was rerun.
All six were elected. In two cases of ranking, there was a tie which will go to a second ballot.
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     e. The Bishop announced that first balloting is now closed. 

Convention paused for lunch at 12:05 p.m. - Convention resumed after lunch at 1:00 p.m.

16. VIDEO – ECCO: A YEAR IN REVIEW

     a. Bishop David introduced the video, it was warmly received. The Bishop commented “This place feels
like ‘ours’ ” with many voicing agreement.

17. ELECTION RESULTS OF FIRST BALLOT

Previously reported.

18. SECOND BALLOT VOTING 

     a. Bishop David called on the Secretary to review the second ballot which, by Canon, requires only a
plurality (more votes) rather than a majority (50%+1). She reminded Convention that this ballot would be
in four parts – Standing Committee -Clergy; Deputy to General Convention – Lay and two tie-breakers for
Deputy to General Convention – Clergy.

Results were announced after each ballot:

Standing Committee: (for One Clergy–4-year term):
Rev. Brian Dawson - St. Paul’s, Modesto – elected with received 27 votes (47.37%).
Rev. Luke Martinez - Church of the Saviour, Hanford - received 17 votes (29.82%).
Rev. Deacon Marilee Munsey - St. Francis, Turlock - received 13 votes (22.81%).

19. VIDEO – ANTI-RACISM COMMISSION

     a. Bishop David introduced the video and thanked the members in their “good and holy work”. 

SECOND BALLOT VOTING (resumes)

Results were announced after each ballot:  

Deputy to 82nd General Convention: (Lay 3-year with ranking - Plurality – Ballot 2):
Ms. Charlene Martin - St. John’s, Lodi-was elected LA2 with 49 votes (85.96%).
Ms. Frances Bott - St. John’s, Lodi- was elected LA3 with 33 votes (57.89%).
Mr. Claude Muncey - St. Francis, Turlock- was elected LA4 with 25 votes (43.86%).

Deputy to 82nd General Convention: (Clergy 3-year - C3 Tie Breaker- Ballot 2):
The Rev. Nelson Poveda - EDSJ Missioner - C3 with 32 votes (57.14%).
The Rev. Brian Dawson - St. Paul’s, Modesto - C4 with 24 votes (42.86%).

Deputy to 82nd General Convention: (Clergy 3-year - CA1 Tie Breaker- Ballot 2):
The Rev. Cn. Anna Carmichael – EDSJ Canon - CA1 with 34 votes (60.71%).
The Rev. Dcn. Cathy Kline - St Michael’s, Ridgecrest- CA2 with 22 votes (39.29%).

The Secretary then stated, “All offices have been filled. I ask the Chair to declare elections closed.” The
Bishop replied, “Elections are now closed.”  
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20. VIDEO – SJ RAISE IMMIGRATION COMMISSION

     a. Bishop David introduced the video. At the conclusion, The Bishop observed that the work of SJ
RAISE has not slowed down one bit which all agree is unfortunate.

21. REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS

     a. The Bishop, recognized Mr. Michael Glass, Chair of the Committee on Resolutions. Chancellor
Glass reported there are no resolution submitted.

22. ADMISSION OF LATE RESOLUTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

     a. The Bishop asked the Secretary of Convention if any Late Resolutions were submitted electronically
or from the floor. The Secretary reported none were submitted.

23. VIDEO – CREATION CARE COMMISSION

     a. Bishop David introduced the video, which described the “Roadshow” touring the Diocese with the
theme of “Reduce…”.

24. THIRD BALLOT VOTING - (not needed)

25. REPORTS BY TITLE

     a. Bishop David acknowledged receipt of the following reports as made available to the Convention in
the ECB/Electronic Convention Booklet [pages 86-111], and asked delegates to refer to these reports. He
called for any additions, corrections, or questions from the floor as he listed each report.

Report of the Standing Committee, The Rev. Suzy Ward, President) (pages 86-87)
Report of the Diocesan Council (Ms. Jan Dunlap, Vice President) (pages 88-89)
Report of the Commission on Ministry (Dr. Nancy Silva & Dr. Barbara Vassell, Co-Chairs) (pages 90-
91)
Report of the ECCO Commission (Ms. Joanne Kovac-Roberts and Mr. Mike Roberts, ECCO Co-
Directors) (pages 92-95)
Report of the Audit Review Committee – Congregational Management Review (The Rev. Dcn. Teri
Van Huss, Chair, Ms. Josefina Powe, The Rev. Canon Anna Carmichael) (page 96)
Building & Grounds Grants – (The Rev. Dcn. Teri VanHuss, The Rev. Dcn. Greg Masztal, The Rev. Cn.
Anna Carmichael (page 97)
Report of the Latino Missioner (The Rev. Nelson Serrano Poveda) (pages 98-99)
Report of the Canon to the Ordinary (The Rev. Canon Anna Carmichael PhD) (pages 100)
Report of SJRAISE Immigration Commission (Mr. Jonathan Partridge & The Rev. Dcn. Cathy Kline,
Co-Chairs) (pages 101-102)
Report of the Anti-Racism Commission (The Rev. Dcn. Steve Bentley, Dr. Barbara Vassell & The Rev.
Canon Anna Carmichael, Co-chairs) (pages 103-105)
Report of the Creation Care Commission (The Rev. Dcn Teri Van Huss, Chair) (pages 106-111)

     b. No questions or corrections were received. Bishop David thanked the committees for all their work.
Cn. Anna Carmichael pointed out that in reference to the Audits, all congregations should be applauded,
as all audits were not only completed, but completed on time!
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     c. Bishop David called upon the Dispatch of Business to make a motion to receive the reports.

     d. The Rev. Gail Bernthal moved that the Convention accept these reports as received from the named
committees and commissions and enter them into the minutes of the 66th Annual Convention.

     e. Deacon Terry March, St. Paul’s, Visalia seconded.

     f. Bishop David called for any further discussion, hearing none, he called for a Yes/No voice vote.
Motion carried.

26. THIRD BALLOT RESULTS - (not needed)

27. RESOLUTIONS OF COURTESY

     a. Bishop David called upon The Rev. Gail Bernthal, Dispatch of Business, to present the Resolutions
of Courtesy.

     b. The Rev. Gail Bernthal read each resolution to Convention. (see Exhibit section for Resolutions of
Courtesy text).

     c. The Rev. Gail Bernthal moved to accept the Resolutions of Courtesy and enter them into the
minutes of the 65th Convention. Bishop David called for and received a second from Ms. Anna
Pendergrass, St. Paul’s, Visalia. Bishop David called for discussion; hearing none, called for a Yes/No
voice vote to accept the Resolutions of Courtesy. Motion carried to applause for Rev. Gail’s beautiful and
moving words.

28. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE 65th ANNUAL DIOCESAN CONVENTION OF 2024 & THE
SPECIAL MEETING OF CONVENTION TO ELECT A BISHOP 2025

     a. Bishop David asked the delegates to refer to the Minutes of the 65th Annual Diocesan Convention of
2024 in their ECB/Electronic Convention Booklet on pages 116 through 134 and asked for a motion to
approve the Minutes of the Annual Convention of the Diocese of San Joaquin, held on November 9, 2024
as printed.

     b. Ms. Kim Odenweller, St. Anne’s, Stockton moved to approve the minutes as printed; seconded by
The Rev. Nelson Serrano Poveda, Diocesan Missioner.

     c. Bishop David called for discussion or corrections; hearing none, called for a Yes/No voice vote.
Motion carried.

     d. Bishop David asked the delegates to refer to the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Convention to
Elect the Sixth Bishop of San Joaquin, held on October 18, 2025 in their ECB/Electronic Convention
Booklet on pages 135 through 142 and asked for a motion to approve those Minutes as printed.

     e. Mr. Michael Cava, St. Paul’s, Bakersfield moved to approve the minutes as printed; seconded by
Ms. Anna Pendergrass, St. Paul’s, Visalia.

     f. Bishop David called for discussion or corrections; hearing none, called for a Yes/No voice vote.
Motion carried.
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29. CERTIFICATION OF 2025 MINUTES OF CONVENTION

     a. Bishop David called upon the Secretary to certify the minutes of the current proceedings.

     b. The Secretary reported, “I certify that the proceedings of this convention have been adequately
recorded to produce a reliable and accurate record of the business meeting of this 66th Annual
Convention of the Diocese of San Joaquin, November 8, 2025.”

30. ANNOUNCEMENT OF ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS

     a. Bishop David announced organizational meetings for ALL members (including both incoming 
and outgoing) of Diocesan Council and Standing Committee to follow the Convention business meeting.   

31.  MOTION TO SET DATE AND LOCATION OF THE 67th ANNUAL CONVENTION
     

     a. Bishop David explained to the assembly: “Per Diocese of San Joaquin Constitution Article 5. Section
2, Annual Convention shall commence at a place and on a date set by resolution of the previous Annual
Convention between October 1st and November 15th. I propose the date of the 67th Annual Convention
be November 6th – 7th, 2026 at ECCO.” The Rev. Dcn. Marilee Muncey, St. Francis, Turlock made the
motion. Bishop David called for a second. The Rev. Dcn. Tom Hampson, St. Paul’s, Modesto seconded.
Bishop David called for discussion, hearing none, called for a Yes/No voice vote. Motion carried.

32. ADJOURNMENT AND BLESSING

     a. Bishop David offered thanks to the Convention and asked for a motion to adjourn the 66th Annual
Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin, Mr. Michael Cava, St. Paul’s, Bakersfield moved to
adjourn, seconded by The Rev. Dcn. Cathy Kline, St Michael’s, Ridgecrest. Bishop David called for a
Yes/No voice vote to adjourn. Motion carried.

     b. Bishop David adjourned the meeting, thanked Convention and invited those gathered to stand, if
able, for a closing blessing.

     c. Meeting was adjourned at 1:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Ms. Cindy J. Smith, Secretary of Convention
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EXHIBITS
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
RESOLUTIONS OF COURTESY  

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

Required Vote: Simple Majority

Please Note: Items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine or otherwise. Each item will
be read individually into the record of Convention, and the Consent Agenda will then be enacted as a
whole by one motion and one roll call. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion
and separate discussion by Convention is desired on any Consent Agenda item, any Delegate may
request to remove that item, and such item will be removed from the Consent Agenda by the Chair of
Convention and considered in its normal sequence under the Regular Order of Business.

RESOLUTION TO GRANT SEAT AND VOICE
Resolved, that as a courtesy, clergy who are currently licensed in this Diocese, all lay members of
Standing Committee and Diocesan Council who are not delegates, lay members of the Commission on
Ministry, and lay deputies to General Convention, representatives of Church of the Resurrection in
Merced, an unorganized mission, and all clergy and lay persons registered with the Credentials
Committee as official observers to this 65th Annual Convention, all be granted seat and voice at this
Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin, meeting at ECCO, November 8, 2025.

RESOLUTION TO LIMIT DEBATE
Resolved, that in order to provide adequate voice to as many officers, delegates, and official observers of
the Convention as possible, debate on any item of the agenda shall be limited to two (2) minutes per
person. Convention Delegates may give of their time to another, but no single individual may exceed five
minutes on any one motion. As a matter of courtesy, motions to “Call the question” or “Call the previous
question” is out of order as long as one or more delegates have been acknowledged by the moderator are
in the queue awaiting a turn to speak, unless there have been already five persons speaking for and/or
against the issue. 

RESOLUTION ON DISPATCH OF BUSINESS
Resolved, that the Chair of Convention and the Committee on the Dispatch of Business are permitted
flexibility in presenting and re-ordering the agenda in order to expedite the business of convention.

RESOLUTION TO WAIVE READING OF RESOLUTIONS
Resolved, that in the interest of expediting the business of the Convention, the reading of those
Resolutions submitted prior to convention and available to delegates and voting clergy in the Convention
Booklet will be waived

RESOLUTION TO USE ELECTRONIC BALLOT
Resolved, that in accordance with Diocesan Canon 7.08, election ballots shall be electronic and
administered by the VPOLL online voting platform, consistent with the Diocesan Canons and at the
direction of the tellers.

RESOLUTION TO CHANGE REQUIRED VOTES FOR TIE-BREAKING AND RANKING
Resolved, that in accordance with Diocesan Canon 7.08, the Secretary of the Convention, in consultation
with the Chair of Convention, may reduce the number of votes to be cast for each election by one vote
less than the number of candidates seeking election to resolve a tie vote on a previous ballot or in order to
otherwise determine the ranking of Deputies to General Convention.
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RESOLUTIONS OF COURTESY

Whereas we are thankful to Jesus for His love, and for gathering us here at ECCO, our second home for
fellowship and to do the work of the Church, and; 

Whereas, under Bishop David’s leadership we have discovered that we are Called to Be…many things to
the world: 

We are Called to Be: In Community 
We are Called to Be: The Way of Love 
We are Called to Be: Travelers on the Road 
We are Called to Be: A Community on the Go 
We are Called to Be: A Community Called to Turn 
We are Called to Be: In Holy Transition 

and this year we focus on being “Called to Be…A Community On the Ready”, (Mt 24:44) as we respond to
Jesus’ call to stay awake and be ready for whatever Jesus asks of us, and; 

Whereas, our time together would not have been possible without the selfless offering of time and talent
by so many, therefore be it;

RESOLVED, that we give thanks to Cindy Smith, Jan Dunlap, Joanne Kovac-Roberts, Mike Roberts,
Sadie Beling, Michael Glass, Padre Nelson Serrano-Poveda, Canon Anna Carmichael and Bishop David,
who served as the Convention Planning Committee, for their faithfulness to our diocese, and for the care
that went into making this convention one of prayer, communion and delight and be it further;

RESOLVED, that we wish to express our appreciation to Joanne Kovac-Roberts, Mike Roberts, Sadie
Beling, and all the ECCO staff for welcoming us warmly to ECCO, and for their generous hospitality, and
be it further; 

RESOLVED, that we offer heartfelt thanks to Mr. Chuck Shaeffer of St. Paul’s, Modesto, our faithful
Convention Musician. We thank you for planning our worship music again this year, and for bringing us
together in song, that we might join the angels and the saints in offering our musical praises to God, and,

Whereas, Bishop David announced his intent to retire in March 2026, and;

Whereas, it became necessary to prepare for, and hold, an election for the Sixth Bishop of the Diocese of
San Joaquin, and;

Whereas, without the selfless and extensive efforts of numerous people, both within the diocese and
without, the election could not have been successfully accomplished, therefore be it;

RESOLVED, that the diocese extends its gratitude to those who offered themselves as candidates for the
ministry of Bishop of the Diocese of San Joaquin, particularly the final nominees, The Rev. Canon Anna
Carmichael, Ph.D., The Rev. Rob Keim, The Rev. Canon Shawn Wamsley, as well as congratulations to
the Rev. Dr. Gregory Kimura, Bishop Elect, and be it further; 

RESOLVED, that we express our thanks to the Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop, and his staff for
their guidance in bringing the election to fruition, and be it further; 
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RESOLVED, that we offer thanks to the faith communities who hosted Meet and Greets, and Sunday
morning worship with the candidates to provide the people of our diocese the opportunity to better know
the candidates and prepare to vote, including St. Paul’s, Bakersfield, St. James Cathedral, Fresno, St.
Paul’s Modesto, St. John’s, Lodi, and St. Anne’s, Stockton, and be it further; 

RESOLVED, we extend our deep gratitude to the members of the Nominations Committee who so
generously gave of their time and talent to make the search process a prayerful time of discernment;

-The Rev. Suzy Ward, St. Paul’s, Visalia
-The Rev. Toni Alvarez
-The Rev. Rebecca Blair, St. Anne’s, Stockton
-Melissa Crider, Church of the Saviour, Hanford
-Linda Masztal, St. Paul’s, Modesto
-The Rev. Betsy McElroy, St. John’s, Lodi
-Jonathan Partridge, St. John’s, Stockton
-Cindy Smith, St. Paul’s, Bakersfield
-Martin Brown, St. Paul’s, Bakersfield
-Marshall Johnston, St. James Cathedral, Fresno
-The Rev. Deacon Cathy Kline, St. Michael’s, Ridgecrest
-The Rev. Luke Martinez, Church of the Saviour, Hanford
-The Rev. Lyn Morlan
-Tamzin Wheatley, Church of the Saviour, Hanford
-The Rev. Deacon Carolyn Woodall, St. Anne’s, Stockton, and be it further;

RESOLVED, we give special thanks to the Rev. Suzy Ward of St. Paul’s Visalia, President of the Standing
Committee, for faithfully and prayerfully leading the search process, to The Rev. Canon Brian Nordwick,
our search consultant, and to Chancellor Michael Glass for his guidance and support. We are grateful for
their wisdom and leadership. And be it further;

RESOLVED, that we are appreciative for the time and talents of the following people whose terms of
service have come to a close, for their devotion and care of the people of our diocese; 
Standing Committee - The Rev. Suzy Ward, St. Paul’s Visalia, and Jonathan Partridge, St. John’s,
Stockton 
Diocesan Council - The Rev. Deacon Terry March, St. Paul’s Visalia, and Stephanie Gilmer, St. Paul’s
Modesto 
Commission on Ministry - Dr. Barbara Vassell, St. Paul’s Modesto, Candice Gale, St. John’s Lodi, and
Patricia Pallares, St. Michael’s Ridgecrest 
SJ Raise - Emily Burnias will step down as co-chair. New co-chairs are Jonathan Partridge and The Rev.
Deacon Cathy Kline. 
Anti-Racism Commission - Returning co-chairs are Dr. Barbara Vassell and The Rev. Deacon Steve
Bentley, and be it further;

RESOLVED, that we give thanks for The Rev. Deacon Teri Van Huss who will retire from ordained
diaconal ministry after eleven years in EDSJ. We are grateful for her spirit filled presence and for the gifts
she shared. The people of St. John’s Tulare, the children of St. John’s Children’s Learning Center, and the
diocese as a whole will miss her. She and her daughter are examples of Jesus’ love in action and they
have been a blessing. We will carry their love in our hearts; and be it further; 
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RESOLVED, that we are grateful for the ongoing ministry of our Chancellor, Michael Glass, who walks
with us and hopes with us and guides us as we continue to discern who we are Called to Be, ready to do
the work of Jesus in the world. We are thankful for his guidance and his care, and be it further;

RESOLVED, that we give thanks for our Latino Missioner Padre Nelson Serrano-Poveda, as he brings the
joy of Señor JesuCristo to our Latino neighbors (and to all God’s people)…as he ministers wherever he is
needed, from the agricultural fields …to the churches he is planting and nurturing up and down our valley;
and be it further; 

RESOLVED, that we give our heartfelt gratitude to Canon Anna Carmichael for her many years of devoted
ministry with us. We are thankful for her example as she lives into our baptismal promise to strive for
justice and peace among all people, respecting the dignity of every human being. We give thanks for her
tireless devotion, her guidance, and the trust she shows in us as we join Jesus in doing holy work in the
church and in the world, and be it further;

RESOLVED, that we offer our deep gratitude to our chief pastor, Bishop David, as he leads his twelfth and
final Diocesan Convention here in EDSJ. God called him to this place almost twelve years ago, not only
from another continent, but from another hemisphere. To that place he will soon return, but we are forever
changed for his having been here, and he will live on in our hearts. We give thanks for the healing he
brought, for his teachings about meeting and joining God in what God is doing in the world, and about
being Jesus to those who are marginalized, and excluded. He has helped us become…“A Community on
the Ready”…focused on loving each other…and on whatever else Jesus asks of us in this place we call
EDSJ. We wish him, Tracy, and all his family God’s abundant blessings, wherever they go, and we assure
them that we carry them in our hearts.
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	Welcome to the 67th Convention of the
	Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin
	Greetings in Christ!
	Welcome to Diocesan Convention and to the beautiful campus of ECCO, nestled in the foothills of the central Sierras.
	We are set for a weekend of fellowship and planning for the future of our Diocese. Diocesan Conventions are always wonderful events, as they bring together folks from across the Diocese in one place. They are a time to re-connect with old friends. They are a time to make new ones.
	I’d like to introduce to you (for those who have not met her yet), the Rev. Nonhlanla (Noni) Shezi, the new priest-in-charge at St. John’s, Stockton. Ordained to the priesthood and installed last month, Rev. Noni is a recent graduate of Virginia Theological Seminary and hails from South Africa, where she has extensive experience as a lay person. St. John’s has welcomed her warmly as the answer to a prayer, having been without a priest for 7 years.
	I’d also like to commend two long-serving priests who retired this year: the Rev. Suzie Ward of St. Paul’s, Visalia and Fr. Bob Woods of St. Sherrian’s, Kernville. Their years of tireless service to their congregations and to the Diocese are a blessing and witness. Also retiring, are the Rev. Deacon Nancy Key of St. James Cathedral, the Rev. Deacon Carolyn Woodall of St. James’, Sonora and St. Clare’s, Avery. Deacon Carolyn remains canonically resident here, although she has moved to Spain.
	Along with the business meeting, I’m pleased to introduce the Rev. Gay Jennings, longtime friend and supporter of the Diocese, who will be addressing Convention and asking for input for materials that will help us put together a strategic plan for the Diocese. Also, I have asked the Rev. Brian Dawson to convene a group with membership from all three deaneries to assist in developing a mission and vision statement for the Diocese. Brian and that Committee are asking for input from you and all members of the Diocese as we shape a concise theological values statement that will be the basis for the strategic plan that will guide the Diocese towards its goals for the future.
	There will be further announcements in my address and a special honor which will be awarded at the opening Holy Eucharist.
	Again, welcome and safe travels as you make your way to ECCO. I look forward to seeing you and chairing my first Diocesan Convention as your bishop.
	+Gregory

	67th Annual Convention Schedule
	Friday
	4 p.m. - Registration/Check-in is open, Commission displays in Dining Room
	5 p.m. - Reception
	6 p.m. - Dinner
	7:15 p.m.
	Bishop Greg Kimura’s Opening Address
	Rev. Gay Jennings, Consultant, “Introducing the Discernment for a New Season Project”
	Rev. Brian Dawson, (Chair) EDSJ Vision & Mission Workgroup – “Dreaming About our Shared Future”

	8:30 p.m. - Compline
	10 p.m. - Quiet Time

	Saturday
	8 a.m. - Breakfast
	9:15 a.m. - Worship
	10:30 a.m. - “Discernment for a New Season Project” data gathering and discussion, facilitated by The Rev. Gay Jennings (Lyles Hall)
	Noon - Lunch
	1 p.m. - Convention Business Meeting (Walters Chapel)


	Business Meeting Agenda
	November 7, 2026
	The Chair calls the meeting to order
	Explanation of Procedures for Convention
	Introduction of new clergy and staff
	Taking of Roll and Report of Quorum
	Convention Appointments
	Explanation of Voting Procedures & VPOLL Practice Vote
	Motion to adopt the Agenda and Consent Agenda
	Necrology Report
	Report of Congregations in Arrears in Assessments
	Matters requiring Confirmation by Diocesan Convention
	Report of Committee on Nominations
	Call for Nominations from the floor
	Video Presentation - ECCO: Our Year 2026
	First Ballot
	Video Presentation - SJRAISE Immigration Commission
	Results of First Ballot
	Financial Reports and Motion to Approve Budget
	Second Ballot (if needed)
	Chancellor’s Report
	Report of Committee on Resolutions
	Admission of late Resolutions from the floor
	Video Presentation
	Results of Second Ballot (if needed)
	Third Ballot (if needed)
	Reports by Title
	Video Presentation
	Results of Third Ballot (if needed)
	Resolutions of Courtesy
	Approval of Minutes of the 66th Annual Diocesan Convention of 2025
	Certification of 2026 Minutes of Convention
	Announcement of Organizational Meetings
	Motion to set date and location of the 68th Annual Convention
	Adjournment and Blessing
	Organizational Meetings for Standing Committee and Diocesan Council are
	held in locations designated by Bishop Greg Kimura.


	Voter’s Guide
	Treasurer’s Report
	Nine-Month Budget Comparison, January to September 2026
	•Through September we are about $112,000 behind budget. Nearly all of that is our asking to The Episcopal Church: $266,000 paid against $150,000 budgeted for the period, because the 2026 budget underestimated it. Set the asking aside and the rest of operations is on budget.
	•Reserve dividends are $58,500 below budget.
	•Income other than the Reserve covered about 16% of expenses. The other 84% came from the Reserve.

	Reserve Account
	•The Reserve stood at $22.2 million at the end of July. It has been restated to reflect market value; the books had carried it about $2.8 million low.
	•Markets were kind this year: an unrealized gain of nearly $2 million year to date, despite a first-quarter loss of $690,000.
	•Total withdrawal from the Reserve (dividends plus drawdown) is about 7.0% for 2026. The 2027 budget draws 7.7%.
	•A sustainable rate is about 5%, the same rate the Church Center uses for its own funds. Bringing the draw down over several years is the most important financial work ahead of us.

	Audits
	•The 2025 audit was issued October 14, 2026. With it, four years of audits (2022 through 2025) have been issued since February 2025, and the backlog is closed.
	•The opinion is qualified on two longstanding matters: original cost records do not exist for properties returned to the diocese after the litigation, and the national lay pension plan does not supply the actuarial disclosures the accounting rules call for.
	•The auditors found no material weaknesses and no disagreements with management. They identified two areas to strengthen: posting the auditors’ year-end adjustments to our books, and reconciling investment accounts monthly. We are working on both.

	Assessments
	•Assessments received through September total $200,533, about $9,500 below budget.
	•Congregations not current by Convention will need action of Convention for seat, voice and vote.

	Open Invoices
	•Open invoices total $55,942 as of November 2, down from $91,479 at the end of July.
	•About 70% of what remains is payroll the diocese advanced for one congregation’s ministry, which the Bishop is working on directly. Most of the rest is October invoices not yet due.

	ECCO
	•Our conference center has improved four years running and posted a surplus in 2024. 2026 is tracking ahead of budget.
	The Reserve is the proceeds of our own history, returned to us. Spending it carefully, and spending part of it on growth rather than only on keeping the lights on, is how we honor that gift. Thank you to Jan Dunlap and the Finance Committee, and to Alisa Sparks, for their work this year.
	Joe Kieta, Diocesan Treasurer


	JOINT REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS & COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND CANONS
	Date: October 27, 2026
	To: Rt. Rev. Greg Kimura, President and Presiding Officer of Convention cc: Secretary of Convention
	From: Michael O. Glass, Chair of the Committee on Resolutions and Committee on Constitution and Canons
	Re: Resolutions for 2026
	Dear Bishop Kimura,
	As the Chair of the Committee on Resolutions and the Committee on Constitution and Canons I submit this Joint Report to you on behalf of the Convention of the Diocese of San Joaquin pursuant to Canon V.5.01(3) and Canon VI.35.01 of the Diocesan Canons.
	The Committees as duly appointed included the following members in addition to me: Secretary Cindy J. Smith. There were no resolutions submitted to the Committees for review and vote at this 67th annual meeting of Diocesan Convention.
	Respectfully Submitted:
	/signed/ Michael O. Glass
	Chair of the Committee on Resolutions and
	Committee on Constitution and Canons
	cc: Committee Members (via email)

	Reports to Diocesan Convention
	Standing Committee
	Per Canon, the defined duties of the Standing Committee include acting as the Council of Advice to the Bishop; serving as the Ecclesiastical Authority in the absence of a Bishop; determining if their consent will be given for ordinations and Episcopal elections throughout the Church; and various Canonical duties regarding property and disciplinary matters.
	In the 2025-26 year, the Standing Committee performed those defined duties as needed yet also continued to fill a unique - and only occasionally seen – role. The role of overseeing a bishop transition within the diocese, in this case from Bishop David C. Rice to Bishop-Elect Greg Kimura. With the election of a new bishop, the Rev. Dr Greg Kimura on the second ballot at the Special Meeting of Convention already completed in October, the EDSJ Standing Committee then waited several weeks for the necessary consents to be received from Bishops with jurisdiction and other Standing Committees throughout The Episcopal Church. Once received, the Standing Committee worked with the Diocesan Council to formalize the Bishop-Elect’s compensation package.
	Months-long preparation with the Office of Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe lead up to the ordination and consecration of the Sixth Bishop of San Joaquin on April 18, 2026, followed by a garden party reception on the grounds of the cathedral. The varied aspects of the preparation included organizing small group gatherings and numerous receptions over several days; design of the worship space and liturgy lead by SC member and Master of Ceremonies, The Rev. Betsy McElroy (who also served as Chaplain throughout the multi-year process); continuing communication to the wider church through the Bishop Search (and ultimately, Transition) pages of the diocesan website and press releases; acquiring the various liturgical gifts of office and the setup of donation options; sending special invitations to guests; AV design and technical facilitation both within the cathedral and streamed throughout The Episcopal Church; organization of a “Welcome Team” led by SC member Marshall Johnston who worked to assure that not only those from EDSJ, but also our many honored guests and community partners, had a reserved seat at the consecration and were met by a friendly face and heartfelt welcome as they shared in this
	special day.
	The Bishop Transition responsibilities of the Standing Committee also included organization of a joyful Diocesan Celebration of the ministry and leadership of our Fifth Bishop of San Joaquin, David C. Rice on Feb 28th as he, and wife Tracy, made their farewells to this diocese.
	The Standing Committee wishes to express our sincere thanks to all involved. These events were successful due to the talents and efforts of many people and groups from the Cathedral (administrator Roxann McSpadden, the Chapter, the hospitality team, Altar Guild, musicians, technicians and others), volunteers from throughout the diocese, staff from the Office of the Presiding Bishop and the continued spirit-filled assistance and wisdom of our consultant Canon Brian Nordwick. The Standing Committee was also thrilled to complete all required aspects of their Search and Transition responsibilities well under budget.

	As we moved into summer, the role of the Standing Committee returned to more typical tasks as we focused on being the Council of Advice and support to Bishop Greg as he became familiar with his new diocesan home and together, as a team, we looked to the future of our diocese. We continued to meet at least monthly with Bishop Greg, Canon Anna (until her move to the Diocese of Massachusetts) and Chancellor Michael Glass. We also meet jointly with Diocesan Council every other month.
	For the record, the members of the 2025-2026 Standing Committee were:
	The Rev. Rebecca Blair
	Ms. Melissa Crider
	The Rev. Brian Dawson
	Mr. Marshall Johnston, PhD (Secretary)
	Ms. Linda Masztal
	The Rev. Betsy McElroy
	Ms. Cindy J. Smith (President)
	The Rev. Deacon Carolyn Woodall
	Note: during the summer of 2026, our valued colleague and friend, The Rev. Deacon Carolyn Woodall resigned and moved to Spain. The Bishop and SC agreed that as her term was ending shortly, her seat would be left vacant for several months until the November 2026 Diocesan Convention election.
	Respectfully submitted,
	Cindy J. Smith
	President of Standing Committee

	Diocesan Council
	The Diocesan Council performed its duties and responsibilities according to the Canons and Constitution of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin during the term following the 66th Annual Meeting of the Convention by:
	Meeting monthly, via ZOOM web/teleconference or in person, in accordance with requirements and procedures specified by Canon 9.05.
	Receiving monthly reports from The Right Rev Bishop David Rice (December 2025 – March 2026) and The Right Rev Bishop Gregory Kimura (April 2026 – October 2026) regarding their leadership and ministry in the Diocese and the wider Church.
	Receiving monthly reports from The Rev Canon Anna Carmichael (December 2025 – July 2026) regarding the status and activities with Diocesan transitions in progress, the work of Diocesan Commissions, and other ministries and projects.
	Receiving monthly reports from Chancellor Michael Glass regarding the status of Diocesan property sales and support, litigation, congregation support, and governance updates.
	Receiving monthly reports from ECCO Directors, Joanne Kovac-Roberts & Michael Roberts regarding the status of ECCO’s finances, buildings, grounds, and equipment as well as scheduled events and activities.
	Reviewing and approving financial reporting submitted monthly by Treasurer Deacon Greg Masztal (December 2025 – May 2026), Alisa Sparks, CPA and Treasurer Joe Kieta (June 2026 – October 2026) regarding Diocesan operating income and expense in relation to budget requirements and the status of Diocesan investments managed by DFMS (Domestic & Foreign Missionary Society).
	Reviewing the status of assessment payments pursuant to Diocesan Canon 21.10
	Electing Jan Dunlap as Vice President and Dr. Skylar Carlson as Secretary of Diocesan Council.
	Approving the submitted Housing Allowance resolution for diocesan-paid clergy (Bishop, Canon, and Latino Missioner) to designate part of their salary to be tax-free for housing in lieu of being provided a rectory.
	With the advice of Chancellor Michael Glass, appointing a joint subcommittee of the Standing Committee and Diocesan Council, to negotiate the terms and form of the Letter of Agreement (LOA) with the Bishop Elect Gregory Kimura.
	Concurring with the Standing Committee’s proposal for the terms and conditions to be incorporated into a written letter of agreement with the Bishop-Elect, the Rev. Greg Kimura (“LOA”); authorizing the officers of the Diocesan Council with the officers of the Standing Committee, to execute the LOA on behalf of the Diocese; amending and revising the 2026 Diocesan Budget to provide for the Bishop’s compensation.
	Approving the transfer of $88,500 in funds from the Episcopal Conference Center Oakhurst (ECCO)” DFMS investment account to ECCO’s operating account for the purpose of purchasing and installing a generator and related equipment for the ECCO campus.
	Authorizing the Treasurer to fund the annual budgeted draw of $644,244 from the Diocesan investment account by making quarterly transfers from the investment account to the operating accounts of the Diocese in the amounts of $161,061.
	Approving the 2026 Engagement Letter of Alisa Sparks, CPA increasing fees effective starting with services for the month of January.
	Approving the continuance of Demera Demera Cameron as our outside auditors for the 2025 Audit.
	Approving resetting the Bishop Sabbatical Accumulation of $6,000.00 to $0.00 and start the accumulation again in the 2027 Budget.
	Approving the release of $25,646.45 in unused funds from Buildings & Grounds Grants to operating funds.
	Approving the extension of Bishop David’s Insurance Coverage through April 2026.
	Approving reimbursement to Padre Nelson for an extended car warranty.
	Approving the transfer of ownership of the mobile phone device and tablet used by Bishop David while in the employ of the Diocese to Bishop David, with any data, documents, and other proprietary data belonging to the Diocese stored on the devices remaining the property of the Diocese, transferring or transmitting that data to the Diocese upon request.
	Approving Bishop-Elect Greg Kimura’s housing allowance.
	Authorizing the Treasurer to fund the amended annual budgeted draw from the investment accounts of the Diocese of $657,395 by making the remaining quarterly transfers from the investment account to the operating accounts of the Diocese in the amounts of $174,212.
	Approving the extension of the clergy support grant for St. John's, Lodi by $30,000 to be funded by transferring those funds from the St. Francis, Turlock clergy support grant through the end of the year.
	Approving a $20,000 diocesan down payment toward settlement of an outstanding contractor obligation with St. James Cathedral responsible for the remaining balance.
	Approving that $3560 of the St John’s Stockton clergy support grant be reallocated to the expedited processing of the R1 Visa Renewals for The Rev. Karen Matthews and The Rev. Brian Dawson.
	Approving the designation of two unused leadership Diocesan Budget line items totaling $3000 for Rev. Betsy McElroy’s Leadership Fellowship Program tuition.
	Updating the accounting services contract with Alisa Sparks' firm to include increased financial oversight and bookkeeping responsibilities previously performed by the former diocesan treasurer.
	Approving the appointment of Joe Kieta as Diocesan Treasurer.
	Authorizing the Treasurer to fund the severance package for The Rev. Cn. Anna Carmichael, Ph.D. (Canon to the Ordinary) from the investment accounts of the Diocese to the operating accounts of the Diocese.
	Authorizing for purchase of a vehicle for Bishop Greg Kimura.
	Authorizing the Bishop & Chancellor to negotiate and execute loan modifications with the goal of reducing interest rates on St. John, Lodi bank loan.
	Jointly approving with the Standing Committee, grant of easement to PG&E at St. Clare of Assisi, Avery.
	Jointly approving with the Standing Committee, the listing for sale of the St. Andrew, Taft property.
	Forming a finance committee to assist with and make recommendations for designated financial decisions and responsibilities of the Diocese including the creation of a proposed 2027 Diocesan Budget.
	Submitting the proposed 2027 Diocesan Budget for consideration and approval by the 67th Annual Convention in accordance with the requirements of Canon 9.06.
	The Diocesan Council recognizes the service of outgoing members, the Rev. Dcn. Tom Hampson, and Dr. Skylar Carlson for serving for three terms as Secretary.
	The Diocesan Council also recognizes the service of resigning members, Mr. Niniv Tamimi, (lay at large member, one year of term remaining), and Mr. Joey Soria, (lay at large member, two years of term remaining). Per Diocesan Canon IX Sec 9.03, the Diocesan Council shall elect qualified persons to fill any vacancies and shall serve the remaining unexpired term of that office.
	Additionally, the Diocesan Council recognizes and thanks former Treasurer Deacon Greg Masztal for his financial reporting, guidance and assistance with the transition to a new treasurer, Treasurer Joe Kieta for his gift for distilling, presenting and implementing recommendations for the financial health of the Diocese, Alisa Sparks for her and her firm’s financial reporting, Chancellor Mike Glass for his guidance and expertise, Canon Anna Carmichael for preparing and distributing supporting documentation and meeting logistics along with her support and expertise, Administrator Roxann McSpadden for distributing supporting documentation and meeting logistics, and former Bishop David Rice and Bishop Greg Kimura for their leadership and direction.
	Respectfully submitted,
	Ms. Jan Dunlap, Vice President
	Dr. Skylar Carlson
	The Rev. Dcn. Tom Hampson
	Mr. Claude Muncey
	The Rev. Dcn. Nancy Key
	Mr. Jeff March
	The Rev. Jorge Pallares
	Mr. Niniv Tamimi
	Mr. Joey Soria

	Commission on Ministry
	Mission and Vision
	The Commission on Ministry has, since the time Rev. Luis Rodriguez was chair, intentionally moved to make sure that our mission is more than seeking out ordained ministers: we are keen to identify and train lay ministers, and continue to do so. We want to emphasize to the Convention that our goal is to help all people seeking to do ministry, whether that be through the Baptismal Covenant that we have all sworn that leads us to ministry, or through Holy Orders. The hope of COM is that all those who engage with us - at Days of Discernment, Lay Ministry Retreats, or other events - will let us be your partner in finding a way to serve God. Our vision is to be a group that helps all EDSJ worshippers to also be discerners, always looking for new ways to live their faith.

	This Year
	The 2025-2026 year was a lively one for COM. We hosted two Diocesan Days of Discernment this year after learning that one per year was not sufficient for the whole diocese, and we were overjoyed to have good attendance at both days - not only because it is encouraging to see but because our conversations with the attendees were valuable, affirming, and life-giving. We will continue to do two events per year for the foreseeable future.
	One event that is becoming larger by the year is our Lay Ministry Retreat, which is organized to gather laypeople so they can learn more about the ministry of the laity and identify what licensed ministries they may wish to pursue. We would like to invite anyone interested to join us this year.
	We would like to especially thank Deacon Carolyn Wooddall for her years of service on COM as she moves on to her new adventure. Deacon Carolyn was integral to our efforts and a beloved member of our group, and we hope to continue our good work while recalling the gifts she shared with us.

	The Future
	COM is currently shepherding two postulants and three aspirants to Holy Orders. This process is never simple, nor is it quick, but we are overjoyed to be able to join with those who are seeking ordination. We have several people who attended Days of Discernment who are still considering their path forward, and we wait with joy to serve them as well.
	Please keep us, and all those who seek to serve God, in your prayers.
	In the love of Christ,
	Rev. Luke Martinez and Dr. Nancy Silva
	Co-Chairs, Commission on Ministry


	Commission on Ministry Membership
	2027 | Nancy Silva, St Paul's Modesto, co-chair
	2027 | Michael Cava, St Paul's Bakersfield
	2027 | The Rev. Bob Woods, St Sherrian's, Kernville
	2028 | The Rev. Dcn. Greg Masztal, St. Paul's Modesto
	2028 | The Rev. Dcn. Cathy Kline, St Michael's Ridgecrest & St Paul's Bakersfield
	2028 | Anna Pendergrass, St Paul's Visalia
	2028 | Melissa Crider, Episcopal Church of the Saviour, Hanford
	2029 | The Rev. Luke Martinez, Episcopal Church of the Saviour, Hanford, co-chair
	2029 | Paul Siebuhr, St John's Tulare
	2029 | TBA
	2029 | TBA
	67th Annual Meeting of the Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin
	November 6-7, 2026, Episcopal Conference Center Oakhurst


	Episcopal Conference Center Oakhurst
	2026 brought many opportunities for the clergy and lay community of EDSJ to gather, learn, and grow together at ECCO. We began the year by hosting the Diocesan Council/Standing Committee Joint Retreat and the Commission on Ministry Retreat. February and March continued with the Winter Clergy & Spouse Conference, Building Church Leaders, the Winter Family Retreat, and the Deacons’ Retreat.
	May was a busy month for ECCO. Volunteers gathered for the Weekend of Service, where they stained the benches in the outdoor chapel, cleaned up the flower beds, and islands. ECCO also hosted its Spring Opera Weekend and the Lay Worship Ministry Training.
	In July, ECCO held its Summer Family Camp. Campers enjoyed field trips to Bass Lake, participated in a Stream Ecology activity, and hiked on the newly cut ECCO trails. Participants also enjoyed fishing, tie-dying, group games, archery, s’mores, songs, and the 75-foot slip-n-slide. The Rev. Betsey McElroy and Melissa Crider led Christian Formation and worship. ECCO also hosted the Episcopal Coalition of Immigration Justice Folk School Gathering – an opportunity for each California diocese to send delegates and share, learn, and engage in fellowship as they navigate the challenges of ICE presence in their communities and how they can faithfully respond.
	The Joint Commission Retreat came to ECCO in September, followed by EDSJ’s Fifth Annual Women’s Retreat in October. Participants spent time learning and reflecting on our Sacred Gift of Time. Participants also made pocket altars and prayer beads, walked the labyrinth, and enjoyed a facilitated watercolor painting session.
	The year will conclude with ECCO hosting the 67th Annual Diocesan Convention in November, followed by the Fall Clergy Retreat. Throughout 2026, ECCO has remained a place where the EDSJ community can come together for fellowship, formation, service, reflection, and renewal.
	2027 looks to be another fantastic year, and we hope you will plan to visit soon and experience the beauty of ECCO. We believe it is a place for people of all ages to grow, play, and participate in Christian formation in a safe and nurturing community. We invite you to come and experience the ministry of ECCO and let it become your home away from home.
	Respectfully Submitted by:
	Joanne Kovac-Roberts & Mike Roberts

	Program & Hospitality statistics
	ECCO currently has 34 full-time, part-time, and seasonal employees ready and waiting to serve the needs of the Diocese and your faith community.
	By the end of 2026, ECCO will have served over 9,694 Total Guest Days (1 night + 3 meals = 1 Guest Day) and 142 groups.

	Projects & Programs completed & to be completed in 2026
	Winter Family Retreat
	Summer Family Camp
	Spring Weekend of Service, May 1 through 3, 2026
	Installation of a new generator
	Repair of the Frog Pond Dam
	Removal of downed trees and brush along the Stations of the Cross trail & Campo Santo
	Strip and re-stain lodge room furniture

	2027 Projects & Programs
	Winter Family Retreat, February 13 & 14
	Spring Weekend of Service, April 30 – May 2
	Summer Family Camp, June 17 – 20
	Continue building new hiking trails
	Repair walkway between Lyles Hall and Sanford Lodge
	Repair sections of road along Cain Drive and within the ECCO property
	Add additional lighting to walkways and outside of buildings
	Investigate how to repair or replace the stairway up to the Dorms and Beardsley Lodge

	Audit Review Committee Report
	Congregational Management Review 2026
	This year parishes were to complete their Congregational Management Reviews (CMRs) reflective of the 2025 fiscal year. The CMRs include both a financial review, as well as a review of Vestry/BC/Chapter minutes, operational protocols, and disaster preparedness plans. Completion of the CMR is a requirement of the Canons of The Episcopal Church, which mandates that every congregation is to have an annual financial audit.
	As approved by Diocesan Council in 2022, congregations continue to use the CMR format in a 3-year rotation.
	Year 1 - Internal CMR done by members of the congregation, but not the Treasurer or Clergy person responsible for the congregation
	Year 2 - Peer CMR done by a neighboring congregation
	Year 3 - Independent CMR done by a member of the Audit Committee
	The Diocesan Council continued with the policy allowing for members of the Audit Committee who conduct independent CMRs to be compensated in the amount of $500, which is much less than having a Certified Public Accountant perform the audit.
	Congregations that did an internal review and submitted their completed report to the diocese for 2025 were:
	St Paul’s, Bakersfield
	Church of the Saviour Hanford
	St James Cathedral Fresno
	St Matthews San Andreas
	The above named congregations will need to do a peer review in 2027.
	Congregations that did a peer review and submitted their completed report to the diocese for 2025 were:
	St Paul’s Visalia
	St Raphael’s Oakhurst
	Holy Trinity Madera
	St Francis Turlock
	St Paul’s Modesto
	The above named congregations will need to do an independent review in 2027
	Congregations that did an independent review and had their reports submitted to the diocese for 2025 were:
	St Sherrian’s Kernville
	St Michael’s Ridgecrest
	St John’s Stockton
	St Anne’s Stockton
	St John’s Lodi
	St John’s Tulare
	The above named congregations will need to complete an internal review for 2027.


	Latino Missioner Reports
	Over the past year, my work has focused on supporting our Latino congregations, helping parishes welcome Spanish-speaking families, and contributing to the Diocese's wider life. Much of this ministry takes place in Fresno, Visalia, and Tulare, where we have seen encouraging growth while accompanying families through considerable uncertainty.
	Following our last Convention, I helped organize and celebrate Las Posadas in Bakersfield, Fresno, and Tulare. Remembering Mary and Joseph’s search for shelter holds particular meaning for communities facing the challenges of migration and increased immigration enforcement. We are preparing to celebrate again in all three cities, and I have begun conversations with Northern Deanery clergy about bringing Las Posadas to a congregation there next year.
	At St. James Cathedral, I continue to serve the Spanish-speaking community and provide supply ministry for the English-speaking congregation once or twice a month. Since Nancy’s retirement, I have also been assisting the liturgy planning team.
	Sunday attendance ranges from 100 to 130 people, with more children and families becoming involved. Approximately 50 children and 25 parents are participating in First Communion and Confirmation preparation. The group size required us to move classes to Tuesdays in the Fireside Room. This interest is encouraging, and it reminds us how much these families need space, resources, and ongoing pastoral care.
	I continue to assist the Cathedral’s food distribution ministry through publicity, community outreach, and connections with organizations that offer other services. Greater need, along with increased social media visibility, has led us to double the amount of food distributed and the number of families served. These encounters also give us opportunities to get to know families and help them find additional support.
	Immigration enforcement has weighed heavily on the congregation. Raids in mid-October caused enough fear that we suspended First Communion and Confirmation classes for three weeks. Relatives of three parishioners were detained in the Fresno area, and some families are considering returning to Mexico. One family has signed voluntary self-deportation paperwork and is seeking help with the arrangements. We continue to pray with these families, listen to their concerns, and connect them with resources as they make difficult decisions.
	Following the Rev. Susy Ward’s retirement, the Rev. Luke Martinez and I began sharing pastoral and administrative responsibilities at St. Paul’s. I am grateful for Susie’s faithful service and the care she gave this congregation. I now celebrate Sunday Eucharist there two or three times each month.
	Father Luke, the Bishop’s Committee, and I have been working to strengthen the parish’s financial administration so that it can eventually support a part-time priest, or someone able to offer a greater time commitment.
	We have also begun exploring Latino ministry in Visalia. The Bishop’s Committee approved a bilingual parish logo, and changes to the worship space have made it easier for children to stay with their parents during services. We now offer a weekly bilingual Eucharist on Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. We also held an event partnering with SJRAISE and the UFW Foundation to support those in the city looking to regularize their immigration status.
	For Christmas Eve, we are planning a joint bilingual celebration at St. Paul’s with English- and Spanish-speaking members of St. John’s in Tulare. We hope this shared celebration will deepen the relationship between the congregations and help more Latino families find a church home in Visalia.
	The Hispanic ministry at St. John’s began in September 2025. By the end of that year, approximately three families, or 12 people, attended the Spanish-language Eucharist regularly. Sunday attendance now ranges from 25 to 54. Our largest gatherings have included Healing Masses and Bishop Greg Kimura’s Pentecost visit, when we celebrated Confirmations, First Communions, and canonical receptions.
	A second cycle of First Communion and Confirmation classes has begun, with 22 children registered. Some come from primarily English-speaking families and have started attending Sunday Eucharist at St. Paul’s in Visalia. It has been a joy to see the work in Tulare also bring new families into the life of our neighboring parish.
	Father Luke and I have worked with parishioners to improve the church and parish hall and encourage everyone to share in caring for the property. The Hispanic congregation purchased a portable air-conditioning unit for the hall, and one member covered the insurance deductible for repairs after the church’s air-conditioning unit was vandalized. These generous contributions show how deeply members are coming to regard St. John’s as their church home.
	With the help of Deacon Terry March and Emily Burnias, we also began distributing groceries after Eucharist on the second and fourth Sundays of each month. This ministry serves parishioners and visitors and has become a regular part of our care for the community.
	As in Fresno, fear surrounding immigration enforcement has affected attendance and led us to suspend sacramental preparation classes for three weeks. Even with these difficulties, families continue to worship, bring their children for formation, and contribute to parish life. Their commitment gives us much reason for hope. We appreciate Paul Siebuhr’s support during this time, standing by the door to ensure that families were safe while arriving at church to worship.
	Alongside my parish work, I have helped plan the Diocesan Commissions Retreat, prepare the liturgy for this 67th Annual Convention, and organize the Fall Clergy Conference scheduled for later this year.
	The Rev. Betsy McElroy and I also worked closely to ensure that the Latino community could participate in Bishop Greg Kimura’s consecration. It was important that our families have a place in this celebration and that their presence and gifts be part of welcoming our new bishop.
	I am grateful to Bishop Greg for his encouragement and continued support of my ministry. I also deeply appreciate the clergy, lay leaders, volunteers, and families with whom I serve. Their generosity and willingness to work together make this ministry possible.
	This year has brought growth, new relationships, and difficult moments. Through it all, I have seen people care for one another and make room for others in the Church. I look forward to continuing this work so that Latino families across our Diocese can find a spiritual home, grow in faith, and share their gifts in the life of our Diocese.
	Respectfully submitted,
	The Rev. Nelson Serrano Poveda
	Missioner for Latino Hispanic Ministries
	Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin

	Commission Reports
	SJRAISE
	There’s no doubt about it – 2026 has been a challenging time for our world, and it’s been particularly difficult for our immigrant neighbors. Within the past couple of months, several family members of our cathedral’s Spanish-speaking community have been detained amidst an immigrant enforcement surge that is targeting the Central Valley. At the same time, the population within the four detention centers in our diocese has soared, and even those who are trying to legally obtain residence have had those opportunities stripped away.
	Amidst these harrowing times, we remember that Jesus calls us the light of the world. There is comfort in knowing that light shines most brightly in the darkness. At our diocesan immigration commission SJRAISE (San Joaquin Refugee and Immigrant Support & Empowerment), we strive to shine this light by following the biblical mandate to welcome the stranger, walking alongside immigrants in our midst, and lifting our voices for justice.
	This year, we launched a new ministry in which clergy and lay people alike have begun regularly visiting detainees in the notorious California City immigrant detention center. This prison-like facility in the remote high desert of eastern Kern County has become known for serving moldy food and undrinkable water to detainees and for neglecting the medical needs of the immigrants who reside there. While visitations have been heartbreaking, they also provide hope for those inside. One woman detainee was so touched by our regular visits that she said she hopes to become an Episcopal deacon when she is released. SJRAISE members also continue to accompany immigrants to ICE check-ins and court hearings throughout the diocese, walking alongside folks during particularly vulnerable periods of their lives.
	We were grateful to receive a $15,000 emergency grant from Episcopal Migration Ministries this year, and much of that money has been used to assist with commissary needs for immigrants in detention. Funds also have been used for transportation costs for immigrants who are released from detention facilities, so they can be reunited with their families. Other funds have been used for emergency situations when immigrant families are in dire need of food, temporary rental assistance or legal assistance to prevent deportation and separation from their families.
	In addition to doing hands-on ministry work, we continue to support just laws for our immigrant siblings. Notably, commissioners attended city council meetings in California City to oppose the detention center there. They also traveled to Sacramento for the annual Immigrant Day of Action to speak with state senators, assembly members and legislative aides about policies related to immigrant detention centers, food and health safety, and other legislation that affects immigrants.
	Our commission also continues to provide education for parishioners related to immigration matters. In that vein, we began a “road show” initiative this year, with the goal of eventually giving presentations to all the congregations in our diocese. Representatives from the commission have shared details about issues impacting immigrants while also discussing the biblical mandate to care for the “strangers” in our midst.

	SJRAISE also hosted a couple of online forums to help spur education. This included an insightful conversation during Immigrant Heritage Month featuring bishops Craig Loya of Minnesota, Thomas Brown of Maine, Rob Herschfeld of New Hampshire and our very own Bishop Greg Kimura. The four bishops spoke about how to remain faithful while ICE targets some of our most vulnerable neighbors. Our commission also teamed up with the Anti-Racism Commission to host a Southwest Asian North African Heritage Month forum about the experiences of those who originate from Palestine and Iran.
	We had the chance to educate ourselves this year as well, gathering with fellow Episcopal immigrant advocates throughout the state during an immigrant folk school at ECCO in July. This event came after a similar gathering in December at Camp Stevens in the Diocese of San Diego. Such collaborative efforts have helped us to not only learn from each other, but also to partner with other dioceses on joint ventures, such as gathering food and supplies for those in detention.
	Looking ahead, we know there will be challenges this coming year, but there are also reasons for hope and even joy. For instance, SJRAISE will celebrate our 10-year anniversary, and we’re planning to host an anniversary event in conjunction with next year’s diocesan convention. Stay tuned for future updates!
	In all these matters, we’re grateful to our community partners for their work to defend the rights and dignity of our immigrant neighbors. We’d also like to give a special shout out to Cn. Anna Carmichael for her years of faithful service to this commission, and we wish her well in her new journey in the Diocese of Massachusetts. We’re grateful to have a strong advocate in Bishop Greg as well, and we look forward to great things in the new year, even amidst these turbulent times.
	Thanks to all of you who continue to provide encouragement, and thanks to the congregations of our diocese for your generous financial support during Immigrant Heritage Month.
	Blessings and peace,
	Dcn. Cathy Kline (Co-Chair)  Emily Burnias Mother Karen Campbell  Phyllis Duarte
	Dcn. Tom Hampson  Tristan Kratz Dcn. Amy Larsen  Araceli and Brittany Miller     Anna Pendergrass Roman Rain Tree Padre Nelson Serrano-Poveda
	Jonathan Partridge, SJRAISE Co-Chair

	Anti-Racism Commission
	The Anti-Racism Commission continued its ministry of racial reconciliation through prayer, education, and support for congregations responding faithfully to racism and exclusion. This year, our work also included significant changes in membership and leadership. As we thank those who have served, we invite more people from across the Diocese to help carry this ministry forward.
	Our meetings began with prayer and a land acknowledgment honoring the Indigenous peoples whose ancestral territories encompass our Diocese. We encourage congregations in our Diocese to include a land acknowledgment in their bulletins and read it before the service or meetings. We returned regularly to shared commitments to listen with curiosity, practice humility, respect confidentiality, and make room for one another. These practices help us recognize that reconciliation requires attention to how we treat one another as well as to the issues we address.
	Members brought concerns from their congregations and communities into these conversations. We reflected on the effects of immigration enforcement, requests for accompaniment at court hearings, racial violence, and the fear and division affecting many of our neighbors. We asked how to preach the Gospel in difficult circumstances and how to sustain hope while remaining accountable to those most affected.
	Friday Reflection remained an important way to share the Commission’s work throughout the Diocese. Members maintained a schedule of contributions, including reflections and recommendations for further learning. Our conversations emphasized making these resources useful to congregations and amplifying voices that are too often overlooked.
	For Black History Month, Dr. Barbara Vassell and Deacon Steve Bentley planned weekly articles on Black people's historical contributions. Members also proposed social media questions and sharing the livestream of the Absalom Jones worship service. These efforts connected learning about Black history with the Church's life and witness.
	Other educational work widened that conversation. We recorded an Arab American History Month panel and made it available through Friday Reflection. In May, Friday Reflection featured the Rev. Florence Li Tim-Oi during Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, and Jack Peck offered reflections on Jewish-Christian relations. For Juneteenth, the Commission encouraged churches to include the observance in the Prayers of the People and shared social media posts in English and Spanish.
	The Commission approved up to $200 toward music for the March 28 César Chávez Mass at the Cathedral and agreed to be listed as a sponsor. This commitment linked our educational work with worship and affirmed the dignity of farmworkers and Latino communities.
	Members also helped prepare the gathering of the Diocese’s disability inclusion and LGBTQ+ commissions. These conversations reflected our awareness that racism intersects with other forms of exclusion, and that our ministries benefit from working together. We continued to consider opportunities for collaboration with SJRAISE, particularly around immigration and Hispanic Heritage Month.

	An invitation to serve
	Creation Care Commission
	The Creation Care Commission is currently comprised of Charlene Martin (Chair), Xan Adams, Barbara Krengel, Kim Leslie, Chuck Shaeffer, and Rev. Bob Woods. We convene on the fourth Thursday of most months at 7:15 PM. We warmly invite more individuals to join us and are actively seeking a co-chair. In the upcoming year, we intend to celebrate the various days of observance that highlight the joys and challenges of our fragile island home. Additionally, we will be promoting greater participation in Earth Day, which falls on April 22nd, as well as the broader season of Creation.
	Accomplishments:
	1.Ongoing education regarding Advocate papers is facilitated through our articles submitted to the Friday Reflections communication.
	2.Active participation with the Province VIII Creation Care Network (www.provinceviii.org/creationcare) includes attending monthly meetings and disseminating information. Two commission members, Xan Adams and Charlene Martin, attended the inaugural conference in Salt Lake City, Utah, where they shared insights on Rainwater Harvesting and Conservation. Most of the conference sessions were recorded and can be accessed via the following link: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaKGG0aRv428www.provinceviii.org/creationcare
	The Season of Creation Survey received responses from six out of twenty congregations surveyed. Several congregations conduct Blessing of the Animals services during the Season of Creation. To streamline participation, the survey consists of six one-click response questions and two optional open-ended questions. Your parish may still participate through the following link: Survey Link.

	Raw results:
	Are you aware of the Season of Creation, A Celebration Guide for Episcopal Parishes, New Creation Liturgies: Yes – 5 (71%), No - 2 (29%)
	Did you use the Season of Creation Celebration Guide in your worship services this year or in years past? Yes – 2 (29%), No – 5 (71%)


	Sharing the good news of individual parish projects
	Saint Matthew's Episcopal Church, San Andreas: Community Garden and Rainwater Harvesting Project continues to grow. This group has been working with their local Master Gardners on this phase of planting the raised garden beds. Stay tuned, more coming in other areas of the property
	Episcopal Church of St. Anne, Stockton: Grandma’s Garden was a joint project with friends from the Pease crops, Parish sextons, landscapers and the Tongan Church parishioners all pitching in, even the Primera Iglesia Bautista pastor shared expertise on raising chickens. This year the parish received a United Thank Offering (UTO) grant for this project as it addresses Creation Justice through encaging multigeneration, ecumenical events centered around a shared garden.
	Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, Lodi: California Native Plant Garden, Bags to Benches Program, Greening our kitchen is working, we continue to refill the bottles with Deacon Cleaning Solution added a new program, Sunset Salon during Season of Creation where parishioners shared poems, songs, letters, and bible passages inspired by God’s gift of Creation.
	St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Modesto hosts a Bags to Benches program.
	St. James' Episcopal Church, Sonora, Community Garden

	Disability Inclusion Commission
	One of the two newest diocesan commissions, the Disabilities Inclusion Commission, had its inaugural meeting in May of 2026. In attendance were Deacon Alison Fischer, Deacon Amy Larson, Deacon Marilee Muncey, Canon Anna Carmichael, and Claude Muncey from St. Francis, Turlock.
	We began with what we characterized as a soft-opening stage as we began to discern what is our best first step in fulfilling our charge of Fellowship/Community Building, Education, and Advocacy. Noting that we are currently without allocated funds until 2027, we brainstormed on what our commission could offer and potential resources currently available from either Episcopal or Lutheran sources. Historically, Episcopal disability resources were plentiful; however, we quickly discovered that many previous Episcopal sources have lapsed while Lutheran and other mainline church sources are still active.
	There was much discussion on the many conditions that can be included in the term “disability” or “disabled” and how parishes may have parishioners/attendees/visitors who have more hidden disabilities that are not readily apparent. All our imagining seemed to come down to the idea of how we welcome people to our faith communities and how expansive our welcome must be.
	Our commission, and in fact, each of our commissions operate from the perspective of love and welcome. The foundational assumption of the Disability and Inclusion Commission is that without love there can be no true welcome. It is love that keeps every person in our communities truly welcome as individuals loved by God as they are.
	The Disabilities Inclusion Commission participated in all the plenary sessions and met together as a commission during the Sacred Belonging Planning Retreat on September 18-19, 2026, at ECCO. Present were Deacons Alison Fischer, Amy Larsen, and Marilee Muncey. There is an exciting, and positive energy across the diocese.
	The main part of our work that weekend was deciding what the Disability Inclusion Commission would be offering to everyone in the diocese in the remaining months of this year and into 2027. Deacon Amy shared the doctoral capstone project of Ashley Westover, a Doctor of Occupational Therapy student at Baylor University title, Supporting Disabilities in Church: An Occupational Therapy Student’s Perspective. Dr. Westover’s insights and practical suggestions are something we look forward to sharing with our faith communities as needed. Our first Friday Reflection piece, Beyond the Ramp: Building a Seat at the Table for Everyone, written by Deacon Amy was an excellent introduction to the work of the commission inviting everyone to consider who had a seat at the table and opening commission membership to the diocese.
	In early 2027 we hope to send out a brief survey to all congregations centering on three questions: 1. What experience have you had with (listing conditions and inviting others to be named)? 2. How have you opened your congregational life to individuals and families living with them? And 3. How can we help you? We expect that the completed surveys will provide additional information and direction both to us and to the diocese.
	In January, Deacon Alison hopes to begin an on-line formation and study series centering on the Imago Dei and structured broadly enough (covering more than just disability) to attract diocesan-wide participation including members of each of the diocesan commissions and how this affects their specific areas of ministry.
	If this has piqued your interest, come join us; all are welcome. For more information, please contact any member of the commission: Deacon Alison Fischer (St. John, Stockton), alisonmfischer1@gmail.com, Deacon Amy Larsen (St James Sonora), alar4026@gmail.com, Deacon Marilee Muncey (St. Francis, Turlock), marileemuncey@comcast.net, Claude Muncey (St. Francis, Turlock), cmuncey@gmail.com.
	Respectfully submitted,
	The Rev. Dn. Marilee Muncey

	LGBTQ+ Commission
	The Rainbow Covenant, the LGBTQ+ Commission of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin, was established in early 2026 as one of the final episcopal initiatives of the Rt. Rev. David Rice. Its creation reflected the Diocese’s ongoing commitment to becoming a more inclusive, welcoming, and affirming community of faith, particularly for LGBTQ+ individuals and their families.
	With the support of the Rev. Canon Anna Carmichael, a diocesan-wide invitation was extended to those interested in serving on this newly established commission. The response was encouraging, with substantial interest and participation from all three deaneries of the Diocese. This enthusiastic response demonstrated both the need for this ministry and the willingness of people throughout our Diocese to work together toward greater inclusion and belonging.
	Initially, the Commission was guided by a coordinating committee consisting of the Rev. Betsy McElroy, Deacon Carolyn Woodall, the Rev. Nelson Serrano, and Dani Wilson. Following the retirement of Deacon Carolyn Woodall and the Rev. Betsy McElroy, Father Nelson Serrano and Dani Wilson assumed leadership as Co-Chairs of the Commission.
	Since its establishment, The Rainbow Covenant has met regularly on a monthly basis, with the exception of August and September, as preparations were underway for the Diocesan Commissions Retreat held in September. These meetings have provided opportunities for prayer, conversation, reflection, and discernment as we continue to explore the Commission’s role within the life and mission of our Diocese.
	Much of our work during this first year has focused on understanding how the Commission can best serve our congregations and LGBTQ+ communities. We recognize that many of the communities in which our churches are located face challenging social and political circumstances, including public policies and actions that negatively affect LGBTQ+ individuals. In this context, we have been discerning how our Diocese can offer a faithful Christian response grounded in the Gospel, the dignity of every human being, and our baptismal commitment to respect the dignity of all people.
	The participation of Commission members in the September Diocesan Commissions Retreat was particularly valuable. It helped us gain a clearer understanding of our responsibilities and identify practical ways to move forward. Building on this experience, our October meeting was especially productive and marked an important step in moving from reflection to action.
	During that meeting, the Commission approved the allocation of funds to print and distribute educational and pastoral resources. These materials will highlight the history of LGBTQ+ inclusion and affirmation within The Episcopal Church, recent developments in liturgical and pastoral resources for accompanying and supporting transgender individuals, and a directory of congregations throughout the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin. Through these resources, we hope to help LGBTQ+ individuals and their families recognize that they are not alone and that there are communities of faith throughout our Diocese where they can find welcome, fellowship, and opportunities to participate in Sunday worship.
	Another important aspect of our work has been supporting Pride celebrations and initiatives organized by congregations throughout the Diocese. During 2026, with the valuable assistance of Ashley and Andrew, the Commission supported Pride events in Hanford and Visalia. These experiences demonstrated the importance of collaboration among congregations and the value of making the Church’s presence visible in celebrations that affirm the dignity, diversity, and lives of LGBTQ+ people.
	Looking ahead, The Rainbow Covenant intends to strengthen its support for Pride events and other LGBTQ+ affirming initiatives throughout the Diocese. We also hope to become a resource for congregations responding to local public policies and decisions that affect LGBTQ+ communities. Our goal is to help our churches engage these challenges with compassion, informed understanding, and a clear commitment to justice, dignity, and inclusion.
	As we conclude this first year, we recognize that much of our work has involved laying the foundations for a ministry that will continue to grow and develop. We are grateful for the dedication of our Commission members, the support received from across the Diocese, and the opportunity to contribute to the Church’s mission of reconciliation, justice, and love.
	We look forward to continuing this work together, trusting that the Holy Spirit will guide us as we seek to make our congregations places where every person can experience God's unconditional love and truly know that they belong.
	Respectfully submitted,
	The Rev. Nelson Serrano
	Dani Wilson
	Co-Chairs, The Rainbow Covenant
	LGBTQ+ Commission
	Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin
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	EDSJ List of Canonically Resident Clergy Eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting of Convention
	November 6-7, 2026
	EDSJ List of Canonically Resident Clergy who are NOT eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting of Convention
	November 6-7, 2026
	EDSJ List of Non-Canonically Resident Clergy
	November 6-7, 2026
	INTRODUCTION OF NEW CLERGY
	TAKING OF THE ROLE AND REPORT OF QUORUM
	CONVENTION APPOINTMENTS
	MOTION TO ADOPT THE AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
	NECROLOGY REPORT
	REPORT OF CONGREGATIONS IN ARREARS IN ASSESSMENTS
	MOTION TO APPROVE NOMINATIONS TO COMMISSION ON MINISTRY
	MATTERS REQUIRING CONFIRMATION OF DIOCESAN CONVENTION
	REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
	CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FROM THE FLOOR
	The Bishop announced that several agenda items were being reordered to expedite the meeting. (note: original Agenda section numbers will be shown in this document.)
	FINANCIAL REPORTS AND MOTION TO APPROVE BUDGET
	FIRST BALLOT
	c. Bishop David verified with the Secretary and the Technical Production team that the voting platform was ready. The Bishop announced the vote open, asking for selections to be made. After sufficient time, he announced the vote closed. He repeated the process for each office.
	Results were announced after each ballot:
	Standing Committee: (for One Lay–4-year term):
	Mr. Marshall Johnston PhD - St. James’ Cathedral, Fresno - was elected with 31 votes (55.36%).
	Ms. Beth Elwood - St. John’s, Lodi – received 25 votes (44.64%).
	Standing Committee: (for One Clergy–4-year term):
	Rev. Brian Dawson - St. Paul’s, Modesto - received 21 votes (37.5%).
	Rev. Luke Martinez - Church of the Saviour, Hanford - received 20 votes (35.71%).
	Rev. Deacon Marilee Munsey - St. Francis, Turlock - received 15 votes (26.79%).
	No candidate received a majority. Election will go to a second ballot.
	Diocesan Council: (At-Large Lay– 3-year):
	Mr. Joey Soria - St. John’s, Lodi - was elected with 29 votes (50.88%).
	Mr. Joe Kieta - St. James’ Cathedral, Fresno - received 28 votes (49.12%).
	d. The Secretary announced that after consultation with the Chair, she invoked the resolution for tie-breaking and ranking Deputy elections since the slate does not have 9 candidates. She informed Convention that on the Deputy - Lay election those with vote should vote for up to 7 candidates – vote for 1 to 7 candidates, and on the Deputy – Clergy election those with vote should vote for up to 5 candidates – vote for 1 to 5 candidates.
	Results were announced after each ballot:
	Deputy to 82nd General Convention: (Lay 3-year with ranking):
	• Dr. Skylar Carlson - St. John’s, Stockton-was elected L1 with 51 votes (89.47%).
	• Ms. Melissa Crider - COTS, Hanford-was elected L2 with 47 votes (82.46%).
	• Ms. Cindy Smith - St. Paul’s, Bakersfield-was elected L3 with 41 votes (71.93%).
	• Ms. Candice Gale - St. John’s, Lodi-was elected L4 with 40 votes (70.18%).
	• Ms. Jan Dunlap - St. Paul’s, Bakersfield-was elected LA1 with 39 votes (68.42%).
	• Ms. Charlene Martin - St. John’s, Lodi-was elected LA2 with 33 votes (57.89%).
	• Ms. Frances Bott - St. John’s, Lodi-received 23 votes (40.35%).
	• Mr. Claude Muncey - St. Francis, Turlock-received 21 votes (36.84%).
	Six were elected and ranked. Two did not receive a majority and will go to a second ballot.
	Deputy to 82nd General Convention: (Clergy 3-year with ranking):
	• The Rev. Betsy McElroy - St. John’s, Lodi-was elected C1 with 47 votes (82.46%).
	• The Rev. Luke Martinez - COTS, Hanford-was elected C2 with 45 votes (78.95%).
	• The Rev. Brian Dawson - St. Paul’s, Modesto-tied for C3 with 44 votes (77.19%).
	• The Rev. Nelson Poveda - EDSJ Missioner-tied for C3 with 44 votes (77.19%).
	• The Rev. Dcn. Cathy Kline - St Michael’s, Ridgecrest-tied for CA1 with 37 votes (64.91%).
	• The Rev. Cn. Anna Carmichael – EDSJ Canon-tied for CA1 with 37 votes (64.91%).
	The first attempt was invalidated due to a faulty single vote restriction and was rerun.
	All six were elected. In two cases of ranking, there was a tie which will go to a second ballot.
	VIDEO – ECCO: A YEAR IN REVIEW
	a. Bishop David introduced the video, it was warmly received. The Bishop commented “This place feels like ‘ours’ ” with many voicing agreement.
	SECOND BALLOT VOTING
	a. Bishop David called on the Secretary to review the second ballot which, by Canon, requires only a plurality (more votes) rather than a majority (50%+1). She reminded Convention that this ballot would be in four parts – Standing Committee -Clergy; Deputy to General Convention – Lay and two tie-breakers for Deputy to General Convention – Clergy.
	VIDEO – ANTI-RACISM COMMISSION
	REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS
	ADMISSION OF LATE RESOLUTIONS FROM THE FLOOR
	VIDEO – CREATION CARE COMMISSION
	a. Bishop David introduced the video, which described the “Roadshow” touring the Diocese with the theme of “Reduce…”.
	REPORTS BY TITLE
	THIRD BALLOT RESULTS - (not needed)
	RESOLUTIONS OF COURTESY
	CERTIFICATION OF 2025 MINUTES OF CONVENTION
	ANNOUNCEMENT OF ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS
	MOTION TO SET DATE AND LOCATION OF THE 67th ANNUAL CONVENTION
	ADJOURNMENT AND BLESSING
	EXHIBITS


	RESOLUTIONS OF COURTESY
	Whereas we are thankful to Jesus for His love, and for gathering us here at ECCO, our second home for fellowship and to do the work of the Church, and;
	Whereas, under Bishop David’s leadership we have discovered that we are Called to Be…many things to the world:
	We are Called to Be: In Community
	We are Called to Be: The Way of Love
	We are Called to Be: Travelers on the Road
	We are Called to Be: A Community on the Go
	We are Called to Be: A Community Called to Turn
	We are Called to Be: In Holy Transition
	and this year we focus on being “Called to Be…A Community On the Ready”, (Mt 24:44) as we respond to Jesus’ call to stay awake and be ready for whatever Jesus asks of us, and;
	Whereas, our time together would not have been possible without the selfless offering of time and talent by so many, therefore be it;
	RESOLVED, that we give thanks to Cindy Smith, Jan Dunlap, Joanne Kovac-Roberts, Mike Roberts, Sadie Beling, Michael Glass, Padre Nelson Serrano-Poveda, Canon Anna Carmichael and Bishop David, who served as the Convention Planning Committee, for their faithfulness to our diocese, and for the care that went into making this convention one of prayer, communion and delight and be it further;
	RESOLVED, that we wish to express our appreciation to Joanne Kovac-Roberts, Mike Roberts, Sadie Beling, and all the ECCO staff for welcoming us warmly to ECCO, and for their generous hospitality, and be it further;
	RESOLVED, that we offer heartfelt thanks to Mr. Chuck Shaeffer of St. Paul’s, Modesto, our faithful Convention Musician. We thank you for planning our worship music again this year, and for bringing us together in song, that we might join the angels and the saints in offering our musical praises to God, and,
	Whereas, Bishop David announced his intent to retire in March 2026, and;
	Whereas, it became necessary to prepare for, and hold, an election for the Sixth Bishop of the Diocese of San Joaquin, and;
	Whereas, without the selfless and extensive efforts of numerous people, both within the diocese and without, the election could not have been successfully accomplished, therefore be it;
	RESOLVED, that the diocese extends its gratitude to those who offered themselves as candidates for the ministry of Bishop of the Diocese of San Joaquin, particularly the final nominees, The Rev. Canon Anna Carmichael, Ph.D., The Rev. Rob Keim, The Rev. Canon Shawn Wamsley, as well as congratulations to the Rev. Dr. Gregory Kimura, Bishop Elect, and be it further;
	RESOLVED, that we express our thanks to the Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop, and his staff for their guidance in bringing the election to fruition, and be it further;
	RESOLVED, that we offer thanks to the faith communities who hosted Meet and Greets, and Sunday morning worship with the candidates to provide the people of our diocese the opportunity to better know the candidates and prepare to vote, including St. Paul’s, Bakersfield, St. James Cathedral, Fresno, St. Paul’s Modesto, St. John’s, Lodi, and St. Anne’s, Stockton, and be it further;
	RESOLVED, we extend our deep gratitude to the members of the Nominations Committee who so generously gave of their time and talent to make the search process a prayerful time of discernment;
	-The Rev. Suzy Ward, St. Paul’s, Visalia
	-The Rev. Toni Alvarez
	-The Rev. Rebecca Blair, St. Anne’s, Stockton
	-Melissa Crider, Church of the Saviour, Hanford
	-Linda Masztal, St. Paul’s, Modesto
	-The Rev. Betsy McElroy, St. John’s, Lodi
	-Jonathan Partridge, St. John’s, Stockton
	-Cindy Smith, St. Paul’s, Bakersfield
	-Martin Brown, St. Paul’s, Bakersfield
	-Marshall Johnston, St. James Cathedral, Fresno
	-The Rev. Deacon Cathy Kline, St. Michael’s, Ridgecrest
	-The Rev. Luke Martinez, Church of the Saviour, Hanford
	-The Rev. Lyn Morlan
	-Tamzin Wheatley, Church of the Saviour, Hanford
	-The Rev. Deacon Carolyn Woodall, St. Anne’s, Stockton, and be it further;
	RESOLVED, we give special thanks to the Rev. Suzy Ward of St. Paul’s Visalia, President of the Standing Committee, for faithfully and prayerfully leading the search process, to The Rev. Canon Brian Nordwick, our search consultant, and to Chancellor Michael Glass for his guidance and support. We are grateful for their wisdom and leadership. And be it further;
	RESOLVED, that we are appreciative for the time and talents of the following people whose terms of service have come to a close, for their devotion and care of the people of our diocese;
	Standing Committee - The Rev. Suzy Ward, St. Paul’s Visalia, and Jonathan Partridge, St. John’s, Stockton
	Diocesan Council - The Rev. Deacon Terry March, St. Paul’s Visalia, and Stephanie Gilmer, St. Paul’s Modesto
	Commission on Ministry - Dr. Barbara Vassell, St. Paul’s Modesto, Candice Gale, St. John’s Lodi, and Patricia Pallares, St. Michael’s Ridgecrest
	SJ Raise - Emily Burnias will step down as co-chair. New co-chairs are Jonathan Partridge and The Rev. Deacon Cathy Kline.
	Anti-Racism Commission - Returning co-chairs are Dr. Barbara Vassell and The Rev. Deacon Steve Bentley, and be it further;
	RESOLVED, that we give thanks for The Rev. Deacon Teri Van Huss who will retire from ordained diaconal ministry after eleven years in EDSJ. We are grateful for her spirit filled presence and for the gifts she shared. The people of St. John’s Tulare, the children of St. John’s Children’s Learning Center, and the diocese as a whole will miss her. She and her daughter are examples of Jesus’ love in action and they have been a blessing. We will carry their love in our hearts; and be it further;
	RESOLVED, that we are grateful for the ongoing ministry of our Chancellor, Michael Glass, who walks with us and hopes with us and guides us as we continue to discern who we are Called to Be, ready to do the work of Jesus in the world. We are thankful for his guidance and his care, and be it further;
	RESOLVED, that we give thanks for our Latino Missioner Padre Nelson Serrano-Poveda, as he brings the joy of Señor JesuCristo to our Latino neighbors (and to all God’s people)…as he ministers wherever he is needed, from the agricultural fields …to the churches he is planting and nurturing up and down our valley; and be it further;
	RESOLVED, that we give our heartfelt gratitude to Canon Anna Carmichael for her many years of devoted ministry with us. We are thankful for her example as she lives into our baptismal promise to strive for justice and peace among all people, respecting the dignity of every human being. We give thanks for her tireless devotion, her guidance, and the trust she shows in us as we join Jesus in doing holy work in the church and in the world, and be it further;
	RESOLVED, that we offer our deep gratitude to our chief pastor, Bishop David, as he leads his twelfth and final Diocesan Convention here in EDSJ. God called him to this place almost twelve years ago, not only from another continent, but from another hemisphere. To that place he will soon return, but we are forever changed for his having been here, and he will live on in our hearts. We give thanks for the healing he brought, for his teachings about meeting and joining God in what God is doing in the world, and about being Jesus to those who are marginalized, and excluded. He has helped us become…“A Community on the Ready”…focused on loving each other…and on whatever else Jesus asks of us in this place we call EDSJ. We wish him, Tracy, and all his family God’s abundant blessings, wherever they go, and we assure them that we carry them in our hearts.
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